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A Fallen Hero 
By Steve Merolla 

 
Just about all of us live on streets or roads that have particular 
names. Most of the time we probably do not know the 
significance of those names, and that was certainly the case of 
the street names in my neighborhood. However, a few years 
back, I learned that my neighborhood was officially known as 
"Memorial Plat." The streets were named after Johnston residents 
who were killed during World War II: Richardson, Mongone, 
Harrington, Arnold, Mills, and Picotte. These men gave their 
lives in service to this country and were duly honored. The street 
I live on, Mills Drive, is named after William Mills, whose niece 
Cathy Mills, is married to long time JHS member Pat Macari. 
 
A few years back, George Picotte joined the Society; he is an 
engaged member, attending both Executive Board and General 
Meetings and has also been a valued member of our Cemetery 
Committee. At some point, I mentioned to George that there was 
a street in my neighborhood called Picotte Drive. To my surprise, 
he stated that there was a very good chance that the street was 
named after his uncle, Emery O. Picotte, who was killed in action 
during the Battle of the Bulge, during WWII. Knowing the 
background of the plat's naming criteria, it seemed that one of 
our streets was indeed named after George's uncle. 
 
Many years ago, the Johnston High School History Department, 
in cooperation with the Division of Parks and Recreation, put 
together a booklet that presented short stories of the forty-two 
Johnston men who were killed serving in the Armed Forces of 
this country during WWII. A booklet was produced entitled 
"Johnston War Memorial Park – Veteran's Biographies." Several 
members of the Picotte family contributed information to the 
booklet, and their thoughts provide important information for this 
article. 
 
Emery Omer Picotte was born in Johnston on April 21, 1922. His 
parents were Seraphin (Pete) Picotte and Marie Dupre. Seraphin 
and Marie were French-Canadian and had emigrated to Rhode 
Island by the early 1900s. Seraphin in fact served as Tax 
Collector for the Town of Johnston for a number of years. The 
family resided at 66 George Waterman Road, a short distance 
from the Clemence-Irons House. Emery lived there until he 
enlisted in the US Army on October 17, 1942. He was the 
youngest of five children, they being: Rose Emma, George, 
Beatrice, Hervey, and Emery. He attended elementary School at 
Our Lady of Lourdes and was a parishioner at St. Thomas 

Catholic Church in Manton. Emery was also a member of the 
Manton Boy Scouts. 
 

 
Emery O. Picotte. (Photo courtesy of George Picotte). 

 
After his older brother Hervey was drafted into the US Army, 
Emery felt an obligation to enlist. In June 1942, he left his 
employment at Nicholson File Company to join the Army. His 
early training was at Fort Davis, North Carolina. Emery had been 
engaged to Miss Alberta Veresko and they had planned to wed 
when he returned home for his last furlough before he went 
overseas. However, Alberta was hospitalized with diphtheria and 
the ceremony had to be postponed. Emery volunteered to train as 
a paratrooper. After successfully completing Jump School, he 
was assigned to Company G, 3rd Battalion of the 501st 
Parachute Infantry Regiment. Though the 501st was not 
originally an organic part of the 101st Airborne Division, once it 
arrived in England it was permanently attached to that division 
for the rest of the war. The 101st jumped into Normandy on D-
Day (June 6, 1944). Emery was shipped out to Europe about a 
month later, undoubtedly to serve as a replacement for the many 
casualties the Division incurred in Normandy. By the time he 
arrived, the Division had been pulled out of the front lines and 
was returned to England for rest and refitting. 
 
The 101st Airborne Division would prepare for its next 
assignment and Emery Picotte would take part in the action. The 
next big operation carried out by the 101st Airborne was its part 
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in Operation Market Garden, an action that was designed to 
create a sixty-four-mile salient through German occupied 
Holland, thus establishing an Allied bridgehead over the Rhine 
River and into northern Germany. An airborne thrust consisting 
of the US 82nd and 101st Airborne divisions, along with the 
British 1st Parachute Division were to form the main thrust. The 
operation began on September 17. The paratroopers were to jump 
behind enemy lines in order to secure several important railway 
and road bridges and then hold them until relieved by British 
ground troops. The 101st was dropped closest to the main Allied 
lines and successfully captured two bridges north of the city of 
Eindhoven. The 501st Parachute Infantry Regiment was tasked to 
seize the railway and highway bridges four miles south of 
Veghel, which was accomplished. It was here that Emery Picotte 
and his unit had dropped into action. The US 82nd Airborne 
Division also successfully fulfilled its mission. Ultimately 
however, Operation Market Garden failed because the British 1st 
Parachute Division, dropped farthest away from Allied lines, was 
overwhelmed by superior German forces. The operation ended 
by September 25, 1944. 
 

 
Emery Picotte at Camp Davis, North Carolina, January 1943. 

(Photo courtesy of George Picotte). 
 
On November 11, 1944, about a couple of weeks after the 
operation ended, Emery Picotte wrote a letter to those back 
home, from "Somewhere in Holland": 
 

Hello gang, 
 
How's the best gang of hardeners in the world? Surprised to 
hear from an old buddy after such a long time? Since my last 
operation which happened to be my fourth and successful one, 
I really moved quite a bit. 
 

I spent a lot of time in England before I parachuted into 
Holland. I jumped with the first groups to hit the ground in the 
invasion. We really gave the Germans plenty of trouble and 
something to worry about. The first couple of weeks were the 
worst. I lost about fifteen pounds sweating out help to reach 
us. Apples and milk the Dutch people gave us while marching 
kept me full when my rations ran low. The people here are 
tops. They are kind, clean and very religious. When the going 
was tough, they helped out plenty. I really sweat when there's 
tanks around because I'm a bazooka man and they hate my 
weapon. 
 
I got a Purple Heart from a rifle butt in the jaw that knocked 
out two teeth and me for a loop. I'm hurting at chow call 
without my teeth, then to top it off, we eat English rations. 
While going through the cellar in a Dutch home I ran across a 
"Nicholson" file which I put in my pocket to keep our squad's 
knives razor edge. If everyone keeps doing a swell job like the 
file shop workers "Victory" is just around the corner. Keep up 
the good work because we're depending on you. "Best of luck 
and best wishes to all." 
 
As ever ------- Emery 

 
This letter was obviously sent to his work-mates at Nicholson 
File Company; Emery likely would have returned to work there 
after the war. The letter is important in that he revealed things to 
his friends that he probably would not have passed along to his 
parents, such as the way in which he was wounded and his 
apprehension at being a bazooka man. The bazooka was a man 
portable anti-tank rocket launcher that resembled a stovepipe and 
weighed around thirteen pounds; it fired a high explosive shaped 
war head that gave an individual infantryman the ability to 
disable a tank, usually with a flank or side shot. This was a 
defensive weapon used as a last resort. The drawback was that its 
range was short, only about fifty yards. This put the bazooka man 
in a very dangerous spot, since he had to expose himself quite 
close to the enemy when firing. In addition, enemy soldiers and 
tank crew would immediately try to take out a bazooka man 
when spotted. 
 
After "Market Garden," both US Airborne divisions were put 
into Army reserve. At this point in the war, the Allied armies 
inexorably advanced up to the borders of Germany by the late 
Fall of 1944. The Germans at this point appeared to be on their 
last legs and there was talk of the war in Europe being over by 
Christmas; in fact, the family stated that Emery planned to attend 
Christmas Eve Mass at the great cathedral of Rouen in France. 
However, the Germans did not cooperate. They planned a last 
great offensive in order to somehow stem the tide of the war. The 
object was to strike through the heavily wooded Ardennes Forest 
at the border of Germany, Belgium, and Luxembourg, smash 
through the American lines and then to head northeast towards 
the port of Antwerp. If successful, they would thus cut the Allied 
army groups in Europe in half and deny the Allies the use of the 
supply point of the great port of Antwerp. 
 
Amazingly, the Germans were able to assemble over 140,000 
men and 1,400 tanks and armored vehicles in total secrecy. The 
attack opened on December 16, 1944, and achieved total 
surprise, punching through the thin American lines that were 
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manned by either inexperienced or worn-out American divisions. 
The two American airborne divisions were ordered out of reserve 
to help stem the tide. The 501st Parachute Infantry Regiment was 
the first unit of the 101st Airborne Division to reach the vitally 
important road junction of Bastogne, Belgium, reaching the 
assembly area four miles west of the town on December 19; the 
rest of the division arrived a day later. Just less than two miles 
east of Bastogne was the small village of Neffe. After vicious 
fighting, the Germans took the town, but through the heroic 
efforts of the 501st PIR and elements of the 10th Armored 
Division, the Germans were unable to advance any further along 
the highway into Bastogne. Instead, the attackers encircled the 
town by December 21, and kept up bombardments and assaults 
that were unsuccessful in overrunning the town. On December 
26, elements of the US 4th Armored Division finally broke 
through the encirclement from the south. 
 
That, however, was not the end of the battle. The Germans 
attempted to re-encircle Bastogne again, which resulted in even 
heavier and more ferocious fighting than during the siege itself. 
They remained on the offensive until January 7, and then began 
the American push to drive them back to their original starting 
points. 
 
In the course of these actions, the small village of Neffe had to be 
fought over once more. Tragically, it was here near Neffe, 
Belgium that Private Emery O. Picotte was killed in action on 
January 3, 1945, possibly while repelling an enemy attempt to 
again attack from Neffe to Bastogne. His nephew, George 
Picotte, states that he was mortally wounded by machine gun fire 
while attempting to disable a tank with his bazooka. If this was in 
fact the case, then the apprehension Private Picotte had about 
being a bazooka man had in fact become a fateful reality. 
 
Thus did Emery Picotte become another victim of that awful war. 
At least 8,600 Allied soldiers (mostly American) were killed 
during the Battle of the Bulge, making it the bloodiest battle 
fought by the US Army in the war. Emery's unit, the 501st 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, suffered 580 men killed, wounded 
or captured. 
 
Back home in Johnston, the terrible news soon became known. 
On January 26, a letter arrived from the War Department: "I 
deeply regret that it is necessary to confirm the telegram of 
recent date informing you of the death of your son, Private 
Emery O. Picotte, Infantry, who died on January 3, 1945 in 
Belgium as a result of wounds received in action." 
 
George Picotte was about seven years old at the time the news 
arrived at his parents' house on Jackson Avenue in Johnston. He 
remembers the great sadness and upset of the family. Shortly 
after his son's death, Emery's father, Seraphin, suffered a stroke 
that incapacitated him for the rest of his life. 
 
Emery was first buried in the temporary American military 
cemetery at Grand Failly, France. He was later interred in the 
Luxembourg American Cemetery in Luxembourg City, resting in 
peace alongside over 5,000 fellow American servicemen, 
including General George C. Patton. Emery O. Picotte's place of 
burial is: Plot C, Row 10, Grave 4. 
 

Sources: "Johnston War Memorial Park – Veteran's 
Biographies"; Picotte family records; "Fields of Honor 
Foundation" – a Dutch non-profit whose mission is to honor 
American soldiers buried in Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg, and 
France; Wikipedia; 501st PIR website. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Correction: There was an error in the last issue of the newsletter 
(August 2024). In the article on the Atwood/Harris House, on 
page 3, in the second to last paragraph, there was an erroneous 
switch of names. The article should read that Blanche Atwood 
married Walter Berndt, and that she, like her sister Mabel 
Atwood Sprague, was childless. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Johnston's Religious Background, Part 1: 
The Baptists 

by Louis McGowan 
 
Religious matters are seldom mentioned in the early records of 
the town. The first item that is found concerning religion is a 
1761 petition submitted to the Rhode lsland colonial assembly 
requesting permission to hold a lottery to raise money for a 
Baptist meeting-house in Johnston. Additional lottery petitions 
were approved in 1753 and 1772 for more money to continue 
work on the meeting-house. The building was constructed and 
used for religious services for many years, mostly in the summer 
months. This early Baptist group was an offshoot of the 
Providence First Baptist Society, founded by Roger Williams. 
These early Baptists were followers of the "ancient order," 
staunch believers in literally following the words of the Bible. 
They had no trained or paid ministers, but were guided by several 
Elders chosen from the group. They built no fancy churches, but 
rather met in simple meeting-houses. Samuel Winsor, Jr. became 
an Elder of the Providence group in 1759, taking over from his 
father, Samuel, Sr. The Winsors were Johnston people, living on 
their large farm off Winsor Avenue in the north-western part of 
town. As time went on, modernizing influences began to creep 
into the Providence congregation. Some members pushed for a 
paid minister, the singing of hymns at meetings, and the erection 
of large and showy church. Eventually, there was a split in the 
group, but the main bone of contention seems to have been the 
"laying on of hands," the Meeting's sixth principle. ln 1771, 
Winsor resigned from the Providence Baptist group and took 
nearly half their membership with him. Most of the people that 
came with him were farmers in the western towns. ln June of that 
year, they met for the first time in their Johnston meeting-house. 
They became one of many General Six-Principle Baptist 
Churches in north-western Rhode lsland. The General Six-
Principle Baptist Church seemed to be a nice fit for rural Rhode 
Islanders, who tended to be unorthodox and self-sufficient to a 
large degree. The meeting that remained in Providence soon built 
the magnificent First Baptist Meeting-House on North Main 
Street and hired a paid and trained minister. 
 
The Johnston meeting-house was located on Greenville Avenue 
in Belknap at the termination of Carpenter Drive. The building 
sat on a one-acre lot donated by Daniel Manton. By the mid-
nineteenth century, the meeting- house seems to have 
disappeared. 
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A second meeting-house owned by Winsor's group was located 
on Plainfield Street in the Annex section of Johnston. It was 
known as the Lower Meeting-House and was situated on the 
present St. Anthony's Church property. It rested on a piece of 
land donated by Josiah and Mary King in 1775 and another piece 
of land donated by Richard and Meribah Thornton in 1777. The 
Baptists met at this lower meeting house as late as 1840. 
 
A third Baptist meeting-house in Johnston, The Rockville 
Meeting-House in Manton, was dedicated on April 16, 1842 by 
Elder James A. McKensie. Before that, starting in November of 
1840 and lasting until April 1842, meetings were held in the 
village, mostly at the Tripptown schoolhouse. It was located on 
Greenville Avenue in Rockville (also called Tripptown and later 
Manton). Baptist meetings were held here until 1853. After that, 
meetings were held for a number of years in homes, schools, and 
halls. The meeting-house and lot was sold in 1860 by the church 
to Robert Devereaux (although a Baptist church is still shown in 
Manton on the 1870 Beers map of Johnston), a year after 
construction started on the Graniteville meeting-house. 
 

 
Graniteville Baptist Church. 

Undated postcard from the collection of Louis McGowan. 
 
The last of the old Baptist meeting-houses was The Graniteville 
Baptist Church, which was built on Serrel Sweet Road in 1859 
on land donated by Serrel Sweet. The congregation here is the 
same one that was earlier meeting in Tripptown. A confusing 
sentence in the WPA's 1941, lnventory of the Baptist Church 
Archives of Rhode lsland states that no meetings were held in this 
meeting-house until 1859. Why this would be so is unknown. 
Historical evidence shows that meetings were held at the homes 
of different deacons up to that date. Elder lra Williams, Nelson 
Barnes, William Carey, Deacon Benjamim Sweet, Daniel A. 
Sweet, and Philip A. Sweet were some of the people in the 
village whose homes were used. 
 
Somewhere between 1843 and 1846, the congregation, known as 
the Six Principle Baptist Church of Johnston, left the parent 
group. From then until 1856, they were called the Union Baptist 
Church, at which time they joined the Rhode Island Association 
of Freewill Baptists. ln 1850, the church voted to quitclaim all 
their right to the Old Johnston Meeting House. It is assumed that 
this would have been Samuel Winsor's original 1771 meeting 
house. The Old Lower Johnston Meeting House (Plainfield 
Street) was sold next in 1857 and it was voted to sell the 
Tripptown Meeting House in 1858. From 1859 on, the 

Graniteville group was called the First Baptist Church of 
Johnston, locally known as the Graniteville Baptist Church. The 
original congregation closed operations in 2014, after functioning 
for approximately 170 years. The building is now used by the 
Divine Deliverance Baptist Church. 
 
The Manton Baptist Church (they were Calvinist and not related 
to Samuel Winsor's church) was situated on lower Greenville 
Avenue. Their meetings were first held in Lee's Hall in the 
Manton village and later in their own building, which they sold 
to the railroad in 1874 to be used as a depot. They dedicated a 
permanent wood frame building in 1889. From then until 1912, it 
was known as the Manton Baptist Church Mission, it being 
sponsored by the Central Baptist Church of Providence. After 
that it was called the Manton Baptist Church. It closed in the late 
1930s, and the building burned to the ground in the latter part of 
the twentieth century. 
 
Another division of the Baptist Church that functioned in town 
was the Freewill Baptist division. The Freewill Baptists believed 
in general redemption and open communion. An early Freewill 
society met in Manton at the old railroad depot, but it did not last 
very long. Rev. Henry Jackson in 1853 wrote that a Free Will 
congregation of 900 people met in western Olneyville. This 
would seem to be Martin Cheney's group, known as the 
Olneyville Baptist Church (later called the Plainfield Street 
Baptist Church). The congregation met in their new church in 
1828 and Cheney, at an organizing covenant in the same year, 
was selected as pastor, clerk, and treasurer. He continued to serve 
in his primary role as pastor until his death in 1852. About 1858 
the church building was extensively repaired. ln 1876, a mission 
chapel was established in Johnston at the corner of Pettis Avenue 
and Killingly Street (it was torn down in the latter decades of the 
twentieth century). A new mother church was erected on 
Plainfield Street in 1884, at which time the church membership 
was about 300. ln 1949, the Plainfield Street Baptist Church and 
the Broadway Baptist Church merged and became the Church of 
the Master. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Society Doings 
 
Our September general meeting was held at our museum on the 
25th of the month. twenty-four members and guests attended. 
Dan Brown, our president, treated us to an exciting and 
informative talk on the sad tale of the ill-fated Titanic. 
 
On October 19, 2024, we held a yard sale on our property. It was 
a beautiful sunny day, and many people stopped by over the 
course of the four hours that we were there. Dan Brown, 
Anthony Ursillo, and Louis McGowan provided the labor in 
setting up and tearing things down. Warren Lanpher helped out 
over the course of the sale. Thanks go out to Anthony Ursillo and 
Tim Kee for donating many items for the sale. Walter Thierfelder 
also donated a box of German beer steins. Thanks also to other 
society members who donated items. It was a good sale, bringing 
in about $480. 
 
Our October general meeting was held at our museum on the 
30th of the month. Forty members and guests showed up to hear 
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a wonderful presentation by Amanda Blount. Her talk was based 
on her recent book, which detailed the history of Providence's 
Biltmore Hotel. There was a lot on interest in the topic as 
evidenced by the fifteen books that she sold that night. 
 
On Sunday, November 10, 2024, seven JHS members came by 
for a yard cleanup at our headquarters. Dan, Steve, Joe, Anthony, 
Doug, and Louis raked up thirty-eight bags of leaves. Phil also 
helped out during the week. Thanks to all who pitched in! 
 
Our Museum Barn continues to host in-person beginning yoga 
sessions, led by Satya Wellness, on Monday nights. It's $15 per 
class (prepaid cards are available), and open to all. Details at 
www.Satya-wellness.com. 
 
Cemetery Committee Report 
by Steve Merolla 
 
The last Cemetery Committee report covered the period up to the 
end of August; at the end of that month, one of our members 
(Steve) underwent wrist surgery, thus putting activities on hold 
until the beginning of October. During that month, Cemeteries 
#18 and #19 were cleaned and mowed. In addition, Cemetery 
#69, on the Citizens Bank Headquarters campus, was also 
cleaned and mowed in collaboration with a work group of 
Citizens Bank employees on October22. It should also be noted 
that two groups of a couple volunteers each raked and bagged 
leaves at Cemetery #22 on Dix Avenue and Cemetery #72 on 
Bucklin Avenue. 
 
Beginning with the last day of October, the Committee resumed 
its important task of restoring Cemetery #24, the large (over 100 
burials) lot in the west end of town, near to the Scituate line. The 
Committee was given a big boost for the restoration work with 
the return of Doug Stephens from injury and the addition of two 
new volunteers: Society member Rich Rogers and Don Hobin, a 
neighbor of Steve Merolla. With these new members and the 
return of Doug, coupled with the usual crew of George Picotte, 
Marie Thierfelder, and Steve, the Committee has made some 
very good progress in its restoration work. 
 
In just four work sessions, spanning most of November, the crew 
has located and re-set numerous bases for headstones and 
footstones. Eight headstones (one repaired) and three footstones 
have been mortared into their bases thus far. With that, almost all 
of the first and second rows of this burying ground have been 
restored, an outstanding feat when one considers the size of this 
cemetery. Thus, it can be said that the Cemetery Committee is 
closing out this years' work season on a positive note. 
 
Our Properties 
 
Our Historic Tree Taken Down 
Blanche Farnum was the last owner-occupant of our Elijah 
Angell House. She was married between 1911 and 1919. At the 
time of her wedding she had the Copper Beech tree planted on 
our property. The tree took, of course, and continued to thrive 
over these many years. In 1976, the town, realizing its 
importance, declared it the town's Liberty Tree. Sadly, though, 
nature took its course and sickened our lovely tree. 
 

Early in the morning of October 18, 2024, Dan Brown, Anthony 
Ursillo, and I (LHM) met at the historical society property to 
witness the removal of our 100 plus year old Copper Beech tree. 
We were later joined by Bel McGowan. None of us were happy 
to see our great tree come down, but it was dying and deemed 
dangerous by Stanley Tree Service. Many of its branches were 
dead, and a portion of the center of the trunk was rotted. The 
three man crew from Stanley began work at 8am and within three 
hours the whole tree was down, and all but a few larger pieces of 
the trunk were put through the chipper. It was amazing to watch 
these men go about their work. Although the house, the fence 
and Route 44 were all close to the tree, there was nothing 
approaching a close call when the branches were cut down. They 
cleaned the area up nicely after they had hauled away the last few 
sections of trunk. We were able to save a small section of the tree 
on which we will plant some flowers. That same day, Bel bought 
a nice Marigold plant and placed it on the stump. 
 
As we left, we bid a sad farewell to our proud old tree, one that 
shaded the house where many different families and our society 
had called home. Our majestic Copper Beech is now just a 
memory. 
 
There's another tree in the west corner of our property that's 
infested with bugs and leaning over Route 44. It will need to be 
dealt with soon. 
 
George Picotte Donates Flagpole 
JHS member 
George Picotte has 
recently made a 
generous gift to 
our group. George 
has donated the 
money to purchase 
and install a 
flagpole on our 
property in front of 
the museum. The 
flagpole is in 
memory of 
George's uncle, 
Emery O. Picotte, 
a soldier of the 
U.S. Army's 101st 
Airborne Division 
(see lead article, 
page 1). Emery 

 
(Photo by Louis McGowan, November 19, 2024). 

lost his life during combat, dying on January 5, 1945. Flagpole 
work began on November 11, and was completed November 19. 
An inscribed granite stone, also donated by George, will be 
placed on the site. We are glad to be able to work with George on 
this project and happy to be part of honoring his uncle's sacrifice. 
 
Other Upcoming Projects 
Elijah Angell House needs to be painted. It was last painted 
around ten years ago, at a cost of about $30k. 
 
A new sign with open hours, fabricated and donated by John 
Arenian, is to be installed on a post facing Route 44.  
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Warren Lanpher has promised to fix the bulkhead door on the 
Angell House basement. 
 
Museum open hours are Tuesdays 10am-12pm, and Thursdays 1-
3pm. Louis McGowan, Archives and Museum Manager, will be 
on hand to give tours and answer questions. Both the museum 
and Elijah Angell House continue to be open by appointment -- 
we always welcome visits by interested individuals or groups. 
Just shoot us an email at johnstonhistorical1825@gmail.com, or 
leave a message at (401) 231-3380 to set one up. 
 
Our museum space is also available (on a limited basis) for 
meetings of small groups of adults at a reasonable price. If you 
know of a local group or organization that is looking for a 
meeting space, and might be interested in using our museum, 
please have them contact us. 
 
Acquisitions 
Many donated objects may be seen in the "Acquisitions and 
Items from our Collections" photo album on our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/johnstonhistorical). As always, our sincere 
thanks to all who have donated items for our collections. Keep it 
coming! 
 
• Two photocopies of modern genealogical works on the 

Belknap family; twenty-one photos of Belknap family 
members; five Belknap farm deeds; circa 1900 graduation 
exercise pamphlets from three different town schools; 40th 
anniversary booklet of Belknap Church; assorted Belknap 
and Thurber papers (donated by Joanne (Belknap) 
Blanchard) 

• Antique wooden sled from the Cyrus Brown farm on Brown 
Avenue (donated by Ken Brown) 

• A fireplace bellows with intricate carving and a reproduction 
clock from the New England Clock Company, Bristol, CT 
(donated by George Picotte) 

• Assorted Johnston paper items from the 1940s; a telegram, a 
business card, a postcard, a minstrel show flyer for the event 
at St. Rocco’s Church (donated by Anthony Ricci) 

• Our Lady of Grace Church artifacts: a poem about Madonna 
Della Difesa and a printed history of the founding of the 
church (donated by Marie Carlino)   

 
Wish List 
Following are a number of items we could make good use of: 

• Display mannequins 
• Old photos, slides, or home movies of Johnston 
• Any Johnston-related ephemera or memorabilia 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Wednesday, December 4, 2024 
General Meeting 
7pm 
Sharon Thompson of Val's English Tea and Pie Shop in 
Greenville, will give a presentation on the History of Tea. 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 26, 2025 
General Meeting 
2pm 
Special Sunday meeting. Daniel F. Harrington, a former East 
Providence City Councilor and long-time featured monthly 
columnist for the Providence Journal will give a presentation on 
the 1907 wreck of the side-wheel steamship Larchmont. The 
presentation covers the story of the ship, its crew, the passengers, 
and the unbelievable stories of survival, panic, murder and, yes, 
miracles, using digitally restored photos and eyewitness 
accounts. 
 
Sunday, February 23, 2025 
General Meeting 
2pm 
Special Sunday meeting. Barbara Silliman will speak about the 
Holocaust. 
 
Wednesday, March 26, 2025 
General Meeting 
7pm 
Jim Ignasher will speak on the topic of "The Corpse That Drove a 
Hearse, and Other Fugitives from The Grave." Truth can be stranger 
than fiction, and New England is not lacking for bizarre mortuary tales 
of the dead, the undead, and those caught somewhere in between.  Take 
for instance the departed man who ended up in control of the hearse at 
his own funeral, or the man who walked in on his own wake and saw 
himself lying in the casket!  Then there's the case of a medical student 
who accidentally re-animated the ill-gotten corpse of a beautiful woman 
-- and later married her to conceal his crime! The Victorian fear of a 
premature burial was very real, but how many know that there were 
those who actually made their living by being buried alive? Please Note: 
These stories are true, and will be presented in a tasteful way, however, 
due to subject matter, the presentation is not recommended for younger 
children. 
 
Wednesday, April 30, 2025 
General Meeting 
7pm 
Louis McGowan will talk about something interesting. 
 
Wednesday, May 28, 2025 
General Meeting 
7pm 
Speaker TBD 
 
Wednesday, June 25, 2025 
General Meeting 
7pm 
Speaker TBD 
 
July and August, 2025 
Summer Hiatus -- Executive Board meetings and General meetings are 
suspended for the summer. Have fun everyone! 
 
As always, check our website for the most up-to-date information on 
upcoming events. 
 
Do you have a suggestion for a future speaker? Or do you yourself have 
a topic you'd like to present at one of our meetings? Please drop us a line 
at johnstonhistorical1825@gmail.com or leave a message at (401) 231-
3380. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Historical Advertising 
This issue's historical ad comes from the April 8, 1965, issue of 
the The Observer. 1478 Atwood Avenue is a two-story plaza 
with multiple leased business units. 
 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

Contribute To Our Newsletter! 
 

We are always looking for articles for our newsletter. Naturally, we would 
like pieces that have to do with the town's history, but if you have an interest 
that ties in with history somehow, why not share it with us? Maybe you 
collect old snuffboxes or old railroad material. Maybe you have done some of 
your family history that others might be interested in. Maybe you would like 
to talk about the old days in Johnston. Wouldn't it be fun to share your 
knowledge! You do not have to be a great writer to put together an article. 
None of us are great literary figures. If you need help though, one of us would 
be glad to assist you. 
 
We think that it will make for a much better newsletter if others contribute 
pieces that they have written. Remember, your reminiscences about the old 
days in Johnston will become valuable pieces of our town's history. But if you 
do not get them down on paper, they will be lost forever. We should make 
sure that future generations know what went on in times past. 
 

Next newsletter deadline: March 15, 2025. 
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Our Executive Board 
President: Dan Brown 
Vice-President: Steve Merolla 
Treasurer: Joe Jamroz  
Recording Secretary: Carl Johnson 
Corresponding Secretary: Christopher Martin 
Trustees: Phil Lemoi, Grayce Moorehead, Doug 

Stephens, and Anthony Ursillo 
 

Manager of Archives and Museum 
Louis McGowan 
 

Our Executive Board meets at 6:30pm in the Museum building, 101 
Putnam Pike, on the second to the last Wednesday of each month, 
September through June (except December). All are welcome to 
attend. 
 

General Meetings are held at 7pm the last Wednesday of the month, 
September through June, except January and February, when meetings 
are held at 2pm the last Sunday of the month. No December meeting. 
The meetings are held in the Museum Barn. 
 

(401) 231-3380                   www.johnstonhistorical.org 
johnstonhistorical1825@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/johnstonhistorical 
www.instagram.com/johnstonrihistoricalsociety 

 

 
Annual Dues 
Have you paid your 2025 dues yet? Your dues help us to 
operate. The price of a single membership is only $20; a 
family membership is only $30. Wotta bargain! So once 
more, please pay your 2025 dues. Send us a check today! 
 
Name: _____________________________________  
Address: ____________________________________ 
___________________________________________  
  
Renewal Single ($20) _____ 
 Family ($30) ____ 
 
New Single ($20) _____ 
 Family ($30) _____ 
 
Don't forget -- your donations to the Johnston Historical 
Society can be deducted from your taxes. We are 
registered with the Federal Government as a non-profit 
organization. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOHNSTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
101 PUTNAM PIKE  
JOHNSTON, RHODE ISLAND 02919 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


