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Johnston's Police Department
by Louis McGowan

Safety and security were necessary from the earliest days in the
Town's history. William Alverson was appointed first constable
at a town meeting held on June 4, 1759, and Josiah Thornton was
appointed second constable. The constables performed minor
police functions. Abraham Belknap was appointed Town
Sergeant at the same meeting. His duties were to carry out orders
of the Town Council, which included the issuing of arrest
warrants, and keeping order at town meetings. Both the
constables and the Town Sergeant were paid only for services
performed. In 1792, William Borden and Gideon Brown were
appointed as Sunday Constables to further the preservation of
peace in town. The town seems to have operated under this
system until 1874, when the position of Commissioner of Police
was created. Samuel A. Irons was appointed as the first
commissioner. The Chief of Police position was initially filled by
William A. Carroll in 1886. Martin Mann took over as chief in
1889, followed by Edgar Holbrook.

Hiram Kimball, Sr., as a young man, circa 1890. (From Iages of America:
Johnston (1997); photo courtesy of Joseph Russo).

Hiram Kimball, Sr., a legendary figure in the town, was police
chief next after Edgar Holbrook. Kimball served from 1898 to
1934. Some sources tell us that he became a constable in 1883 at
age 15 and patrolled the Olneyville section until his appointment
as chief'in 1898. A 1929 Providence Journal article, though, says
that he was sworn in on the force in 1891. It is reported that he
handled over 8000 cases in his career. His son, Hiram, Jr., was
Assistant Chief and served as town jailer in later years. Helping
them were several men who served as Special part-time Police
Officers. A November 14, 1929 Providence Evening Bulletin
article states that fifty-eight constables were appointed in town at
the recommendation of Chief Kimball. These men would have
been used in emergencies, it is assumed. Much of Chief
Kimball's policing was done with horse and buggy, which is
pretty remarkable considering he covered the whole town. By the
late 1920s, he was using a motorcycle and occasionally his own
car, but later an automobile was provided for the police
department. Constables were appointed to help out when needed.

Chief Kimball finally left office after the Democratic take-over
in town in 1934.

Following Kimball as chiefs were:

Chester B. Colwell 1934-1959
Anthony Rainone 1959-1955
Vincent Acciardo 1965-1966
Edward Mendozzi 1966-1971
William P. Tocco 1971-1995
Richard S. Tamburini 1995-2020
Joseph P. Razza 2020-2023

Mark Viera 2023-present

The first police station and jail were in the Irons Block in
Olneyville Square, which the town rented starting in 1870.
Before 1870, the town offices were located in the old Town
House in the Pocasset section on Hartford Avenue, across from
the present Johnston Memorial Park. We find no mention of a
police presence or jail at that location. From 1886 until 1898, the
town offices were located in the Odd Fellows Hall at 161
Plainfield Street, the area being part of Johnston at that time. The
police department and two jail cells were located on the first
floor of the building.

According to former Captain Joseph Rossi, in the early 1940s,
there were only five men on the police force and two patrol cars,



but no police radio transmitter. If they needed help, they called
on the state police.

The police station and the town clerk's office were moved to
Thornton at 1343 Plainfield Street, along with the other town
offices, in 1898. They remained there until 1933, at which time
the department moved to the new town hall where it occupied
two rooms on the first floor. The jail was in the basement. The
department became permanent in 1956. The police department
remained at the town hall building until December of 1966, when
it was moved into the new police/fire headquarters at 1520
Atwood Avenue. The building was formally dedicated on June 8,
1968.

From at least 1898 until around 1921, there was a second
bridewell (jail) in Manton on Greenville Avenue in a building
owned by the Newman family.

In 1978, the police department moved to a new building at 1651
Atwood Avenue, where it remains to this day.
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Chief Kimball and his family are buried in Pocasset Cemetery in Cranston.
(Image from the Rhode Island Historical Cemeteries Database).

From The Providence Sunday Journal Magazine
December 1, 1929
Transcribed by Beth Hurd

He's Boss of a Dozen Jobs
Hiram Kimball, Johnston's Police Chief since 1898, holds down
11 other public office -- all thrust upon him.

Being the chief and exactly one-half of the police force of a
community of nearly 12,000 population is a job in itself.

But when one holds this job in addition to 11 other town offices
it's enough to keep a man on the go from morning till night.
When the chief of police closes his desk and walks out of his
office, the workings of 11 other departments of the town
government cease at the same moment.

Such an important position might seem attractive to some
persons. But when they realize that the job of chief alone
includes such duties as being responsible for the law observance
of the community: that the beat to be traversed extends from the
Centredale line and includes South Scituate, Pocasset,
Hughesdale and the intervening territory, that the working day
extends over 24 hours -- and all for a salary of $1000 a year, few
would accept the office.

Since 1898 Hiram Kimball has held this berth as chief of police
of Johnston. Except for one year, 1907-'08, when he was
employed at the State House, he has worn the badge of chief in
the suburban community.

But this is not enough to keep him busy, his fellow townsmen
evidently feel, and so they have bestowed other offices on him --
other offices which total in all a full dozen jobs.

His Many Titles.

If a roll call of town officers was ever ordered in Johnston, Chief
Kimball would answer 'Present' to the following titles: Town
Sergeant, Overseer of the Poor, Pound Keeper, Health Officer,
Field Driver, Appraiser of Damage Done by Dogs, Fence
Viewer, Keeper of the Bridewell, Truant Officer, Dog Officer,
Chief of Police, and Special Constable under Tramp Act.

Some men spend most of their lives and much of their fortunes
seeking public office, Chief Kimball has offices thrust upon him,
and so far has been unable to refuse them.

Of the dozen civic berths he fills, only one of them is an elective
office. That is Town Sergeant, with which goes the title and
duties of Chief of Police. The various other offices have been
handed to him by the town solons.

Then there are a few additional 'jobs' which fall to Chief
Kimball's care. Since 1895 he has been a deputy officer of the
State Bird Commission and wears a badge of this office. During
his year's work at the State House, he was sworn in as a deputy
sheriff, which office he still may lay claim to.

And, he isn't just sure of it, but he seems to recall having been
made a honorary member of the fire company at one time, as
well.

Many Jobs -- Few Salaries.

With all these municipal jobs, one might think the Chief was
piling up a fortune in salaries. But unfortunately for him, many
of his jobs which are shoved (?) into his office for attention fail
to have any financial recompense connected with them.

A few of them carry annual salaries. For example: As Overseer
of the Poor he gets an annual pay check for $150. The job of
Health Officer pays him the munificent yearly salary of $50, and
as Keeper of the Bridewell, he draws a $25 pay check each year.

When questioned about the duties of his various jobs, Chief
Kimball admitted some of them quite puzzling to him.

The Chief of Police and Town Sergeant offices provide him
sufficient work to keep him busy about 24 hours each day. About



400 arrests are made during the course of a year in the
community. These are made by the Chief or his son, Hiram
Kimball, Jr., who is the 'other half' of the Johnston Police force.

Offenders are of all types -- from crap-shooters to murderers.
The Chief has among his prized possessions a letter from the
Attorney-General's office praising his department's efficiency
and cooperation in clearing up a murder case of a few years ago.

Pound Keeper But No Pound.

As dog officer, with his accompanying titles of 'Appraiser of
Damage Done by Dogs' and Keeper of the Pound, he finds
considerable work to occupy any spare moments. The keeper of
the pound job, much as Johnston boasts of no dog pound, he
doesn't see how he can be called its keeper.

When a stray dog is picked up it usually finds a resting place
beneath the chief's desk until the owner is found and the proper
license papers taken out for the wandering pup.

Field Driver is another office of which the Chief is somewhat
hazy over the incidental work. At any rate he doesn't recall
having to do much with this office, one of the old town jobs
handed down from years gone by.

As Fence Viewer he must settle disputes about spite-fences,
decide who will pay for protecting enclosures when cows stray
over into neighboring lots, etc. This office also has but little work
connected with it, for which, he says, he's duly thankful.

The truant officer's title is bestowed on him by the school board.
Today he checks up on the children absent from school without
permission -- just as he did years ago on these youngsters'
parents when they were of school age.

The task of Public Health Officer means he must watch for
outbreaks of contagious diseases, see that quarantines are
enforced, that houses are fumigated, and like work.

The office of Overseer of the Poor was handed to him some years
ago when the town gave up its poor farm.

Where Johnston once spent several thousand dollars annually
maintaining the poor farm, today it pays Chief Kimball $150 a
year as overseer. He 'boards out' the town's dependents at the
State Institution at Cranston at a cost to the town of $7.50 a week
for each inmate.

He Feeds the Prisoners.

Keeper of the bridewell, in modern language means -- jailer. The
Johnston bridewell consists of two jail cells in the building
containing the chief's office. Here Chief Kimball sees that
prisoners are made comfortable, fed, and afforded the best
hospitality the town can offer its law breakers.

No prisoner has ever gone hungry in Johnston's bridewell. Yet no
bills for feeding prisoners ever are turned in to the town officers.
The chief always sees that his 'guests' are fed. How? Oh, out of
his annual salary of $25 as keeper of the bridewell.

And so on through the list, till one comes to the office of special
constable under the tramp act. Here's one the chief won't even
discuss. It's one of Rhode Island's historic old offices. Just what
his duties are, no one seems able to remember. So, as long as the
job must exist and someone must hold it -- it goes to Chief
Kimball. And he takes it along with the others, without
demurring. Objections, he has learned, are in vain.

Chief Kimball is one of the oldest active police officers in the
State. He was sworn in on the Johnston force in 1891. Police
record books show many offenders brought before the bar of
justice by the rookie' patrolman as he walked his beat in
Olneyville square, then a part of Johnston. In 1898 he was made
chief of the Johnston department.

He boasts that he knows practically every man, woman, and child
in his community. And many of the Olneyville square residents
as well.

He has watched the town and its citizens grow up. He recalls
fields of waving grain once growing where business blocks now
stand.

Years Change Police Work.

Police work today is quite different from years ago, he says.
'Drunk and Disorderly' then was the most frequent entry on the
police blotters. Today traffic violations are the most numerous.

In bygone days a rainy morning would foretell for Chief Kimball
at least one drinking party reaching its climax in a fight which he
would be called upon to quell. Such frays today are uncommon.

In 38 years of police work Chief Kimball has become quite a
student of human nature. He has his own views on psychology.
One of them is that when a man becomes a home-owner he also
becomes a law-abider.

'It's the transient population that makes trouble,' he says."When a
man gets a home of his own he settles down.'

As previously mentioned, Chief Kimball knows almost every
person in his community. Still further, he is a friend to them.

Should one of them become entangled in the workings of the
law, except it be a serious offence, the Chief drops around to the
party's home. After a few moments chat he tells the person he'd
like to have him in his office at a certain day and hour. The man
keeps the appointment.

Has Host of Friends.

Some idea of the esteem which his fellow townsmen have for the
Chief was shown early this year, when about 600 of them
attended a testimonial banquet in his honor.

In every police office in the State Chief Kimball is a welcome
visitor at all times. He is well liked by all who know him.

In 38 years of active duty he has had may odd experiences, he
says. He has lived through humorous moments and has likewise
seen countless scenes of suffering and sorrow. He will be 62
years of age next spring. His reminiscences would make an



interesting volume were someone to write them, and the Chief
able to neglect his numerous jobs long enough to recall all his
experiences.

Job after job, office after office is heaped upon his shoulders by
his town. He takes them, does the work and says little about it.

"There's one thing I can be thankful for,' he points out. 'That I
don't have to wear a different badge for each job. If I did, I'd be
stoop-shouldered from the weight of them, pinned on my chest.'

That is Chief of Police Hiram Kimball, the most 'titled' man in
Johnston and undoubtedly one of the busiest public officials in
Rhode Island.

Democrats Sweep Kimball and Others Aside.
C.B. Colwell Appointed.
Republican Stronghold Since Civil War Turned Upside
Down by New Administration.
Undated newspaper article, circa 1933.
Transcribed by Beth Hurd.

Democrats took over control of the council in Johnston last night,
for the first time since the Civil War, and brushed out of office
Chief of Police Hiram Kimball and other long-standing
Republicans.

Chief Kimball, who had served for 40-odd years, also was ousted
from his positions as overseer of the poor and as appraiser of
damages done by dogs.

C.B. Colwell, named to succeed Chief Kimball, was sworn in to
office and authorized to take over the police automobile at once.

Police Chief Hiram Kimball Sr., and his assistant, Hiram Jr., pose in front of
town hall with the town's first police car, a 1934 REO Flying Cloud. Kimball
couldn't have put more than a few miles on the odometer before he was ousted by
the Democrats.
(From Images of America: Johnston (1997); photo courtesy of Al Kimball).

It was the first opportunity since the election for the Democrats
in the town to exercise their power -- and they wasted no time
dilly-dallying. Republican officeholders all along the line were
cut off. Not all of the offices were filled, however. Some of the
tenures do not expire until next year.

The political status of the town government had been in doubt
from election day last month until the last Thursday, when the
Supreme Court ruled two additional Democratic candidates for
Council seats had been elected, giving a majority of five out of
seven to the Democrats.

Several offices were not filled last night, some because the
present terms do not expire until next February. Others expire in
April. Appointment of a tax collector in place of William H.
Mathewson also was deferred. Meanwhile the council ordered an
audit of the tax collector's books.

Miley elected.

William J. Miley, former Representative in the General
Assembly, was elected president of the Council at the motion of
Francis A. Manzi, Assistant Secretary of State, who was one of
the two Democrats declared elected in the opinion of the
Supreme Court. Both Mr. Manzi and Vernon Whittaker, the other
who attained office through the court decision, were sworn into
office at 8 p.m., prior to organization of the council.

Judge James E. Dooley, recognized Republican leader of
Johnston, was among the town officers to go by the wayside in
the appointment of officers. As town solicitor he was replaced by
Arthur N. Votolato of Thornton, Democratic caucus candidate in
opposition to Senator-elect James H. Flaherty. The move is
regarded as one more step toward cementing amicable relations
in the party since the caucus fight.

Chief Kimball's successor is Chester Bennett Colwell of Manton,
who was defeated in his race against the former chief for the post
of town sergeant. Mr. Colwell was sworn into office immediately
after the council elected him. He also received custody of the
police car and all equipment and supplies relative to the conduct
of the police department in a formal vote of the council.

Loses Overseer Job.

Mr. Kimball also lost his job as overseer of the poor, the
appointment going to George Ogley of Graniteville. Edward
Wolsiersycz replaces Mr. Kimball as health officer, while James
Shaw becomes the new appraiser of damages done by dogs,
again replacing the former police head. Robert Carroll of
Graniteville was substituted for the ex-chief as keeper of the
bridewell.

Most of the replacements of ex-Chief Kimball were made at the
motion of Councilman Manzi, while the two Republican
members of the Council, Raymond Eastwood and John Welch,
looked on helplessly and visibly chagrined on more than one
occasion. When Mr. Manzi presented the name of Chester B.
Colwell for appointment as chief of police, Mr. Eastwood broke
his silence.

He demanded information regarding the police experience of the
new chief and entered into a verbal tilt with Mr. Manzi. The
dispute ended when the crowd of such proportions as taxed the
capacity of the building... [copy cut off here -- cliff hanger!]



Society Doings

Our March 29, 2023, General Meeting was a packed house with
about fifty members and guests coming to see Linda and Steve
Kornatz's presentation on the topic of George Matteson's maps.
Matteson hand-drew numerous maps of Rhode Island localities,
full of historical and anecdotal details about people, landmarks,
and events, in the mid-twentieth century. The couple brought
several original maps, and Matteson's grandson, Paul St. Amand,
was also on hand to offer additional insight.

A sizable group from the Johnston Senior Center visited our
Museum on April 12.

In anticipation of upcoming JHS executive board elections in
June, we'll be emailing out copies of the JHS bylaws soon.
Members should be aware of the rules under which the Society is
run. So keep an eye on your inbox.

Our Museum Barn hosts in-person beginning yoga sessions, led
by Satya Wellness, on Monday nights. It's $15 per class (prepaid
cards are available), and open to all. Details at www.Satya-
wellness.com.

Cemetery Committee Report
by Steve Merolla

The period of time concerning this report is one of little activity
for the Committee on account of the time of the year it covers.
Though there has been little snow this Winter, it has been rainy,
wet, and windy. It is also a time for the members to recharge
their batteries for the coming work season. However, a few
cemeteries were attended to this period. In December, Cemetery
#19 (behind Copperfields Restaurant on Killingly Street) and
Cemetery #28 (near the Landfill) were raked of leaves and
cleaned. Cemetery #28 in particular is always a problem because
of the many trees in what is a medium sized burial lot. At some
point, some of these trees should be cut down.

Starting off the New Year, Doug Stephens weed-whacked
Cemeteries #56 at the Mathewson Farm and #74 across from the
Amazon project on Hartford Avenue. The Committee received
an unexpected assist when it was discovered that Cemetery #24,
in the west end of town on Pine Hill Road (near the Scituate line)
was nearly totally cleaned. This is a very large cemetery
surrounded by fine stone walls. It turns out that a retired
gentleman by the name of Don Dennehy, who has lived next
door to #24 since the 1960s, took it upon himself to clear almost
the whole of this burial ground during a week of warm weather
this winter. During clean-ups many years ago, he also organized
work groups here from Boy Scout Pack 20 of St. Robert
Bellarmine Church. We are much indebted to him for his work,
especially as the Committee intends on tackling this large burial
ground this coming work season. This happens to be the last
large cemetery left to restore in the town, though there are still
many smaller ones to be done. We will probably perform clean-
ups of those cemeteries that we could not get to last Fall before
taking on Cemetery #24 by late Spring. It will probably take two
work seasons to complete the restoration.

As usual, the Cemetery Committee will once again take part in
the annual R.1. Historical Cemetery Awareness event that is
scheduled for the months of April and May. Most likely, our
group will pick a Saturday in the middle of the month of April as
the day of our participation.

As always, many thanks to the members of the Committee;
anyone interested in joining us in whatever capacity is more than
welcome to help out.

Volunteers Needed!

Retirees, Scouts, students! We always need volunteers to perform
various duties to ensure the smooth operation of the society. For
instance, we could use a Properties Committee to oversee the
maintenance of our properties. Or volunteers to serve as docents
in the Elijah Angell House during open hours. Or someone to
help on meeting nights, setting up coffee, setting up the room,
etc. The president would like to see many people doing small
jobs.

More examples:

1) Help out on the cemetery committee, maintaining lots and
repairing stones.

2) Someone familiar with excel to help keep track of membership
dues.

3) Someone to transcribe old documents.

4) A "handy person" experienced in handling odd jobs and small
repairs.

5) People willing to show the museum to visitors. Most of the
exhibits are marked, so it doesn't require an in-depth
knowledge of the town or its history.

6) Weeding our gardens.

7) Knowledgeable people who can help identify some of our old
photographs.

8) Someone with design or layout experience who can help us
revamp our tri-fold flyers.

Or, if you have a special talent that you think could help the JHS,
let us know! Indoor tasks will be completed in small groups. Not
all tasks are long-term, so you're not "on the hook" once you
volunteer. We would like to establish a "who to call list" as needs
arise. Interested parties should send an email to
johnstonhistorical1825@gmail.com.

Our Properties
Our Museum barn hosted meetings of the Rhode Island Spinners
Guild on March 11 and April 8.

On April 12 we accepted another $1000 "house grant" from State
Representative Deb Fellela. The money paid for a new 55-inch
flat screen TV in our meeting room, which should greatly
improve our ability to show presentations and videos. Thank you,
Representative Fellela!

Both the museum and Elijah Angell House continue to be open
by appointment -- we always welcome visits by interested
individuals or groups. Just shoot us an email at
johnstonhistorical1825@gmail.com, or leave a message at (401)
231-3380 to set one up.



Our museum space is also available (on a limited basis) for
meetings of small groups of adults at a reasonable price. If you
know of a local group or organization that is looking for a
meeting space, and might be interested in using our museum,
please have them contact us.

Acquisitions

Many donated objects may be seen in the "Acquisitions and
Items from our Collections" photo album on our Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/johnstonhistorical). As always, our sincere
thanks to all who have donated items for our collections. Keep it
coming!

e 1864 Town of Johnston tax book

e 1973 Town of Johnston Fire Department Annual Report

o Christopher Martin donated a used gas-powered leaf
blower for the cemetery committee

e Elise Carlson purchased a postcard of the Governor King
Homestead, and a matchbook from Mario's Showplace, on
eBay

Wish List

Following are a number of items we could make good use of:
¢ Display mannequins
¢ Old photos, slides, or home movies of Johnston
e Any Johnston-related ephemera or memorabilia

Seven Ways You Can Help the Johnston Historical Society:

1) The Find on 6, 2953 Hartford Avenue, is still accepting consignment
items on behalf of the JHS! That means you can donate some gently
used white elephant items and, if they sell, JHS gets 60% of the
proceeds! Each person may bring two boxes of goods at a time,
Wednesday through Friday, 11am-4pm. Appropriate items include
antiques, collectibles, vintage clothing or handbags (in good condition),
jewelry, kitchenware, furniture, etc. Nothing broken or soiled.

2) Buy a book! We still have copies of Images of America: Johnston I
and II. $15 each, or two for $25!

3) Buy a t-shirt! We still have new t-shirts for sale in slate blue and
khaki, and we have a few left in sage green. S/M/L or XL. $15 each.
Pick one up at an upcoming general meeting, or drop us a line and we'll
arrange to deliver one to you.

4) Keep your membership up-to-date. Your dues help keep us in the
black!

5) Volunteer! (See above, "Volunteers Needed").

6) Advertise in this newsletter. Each issue of the newsletter costs about
$120 for 100 copies. We started carrying ads in 2018 with the goal of
making the newsletter self-supporting. Do you have a local business that
our members might want to know about? See our rate card on the next

page.
7) And of course, we always welcome cash donations!

Please note: The Amazon Smile program, which allows purchasers to
donate a small percentage of their purchase price to the charity of their
choice, was discontinued on February 20. If you ever used Amazon
Smile to help the Johnston Historical Society, we thank you!

Historical Advertising

This issue's historical ad comes from the January 20, 1977, issue
of the Evening Bulletin. The address has been so many things:
It's currently a McDonalds location since at least 2009. Before
that, from 1996 to about 2005, it was Mario's Showplace, a strip
club. And before that it was Mario's Italian Restaurant. Circa
1983 it was the original location of A Place for Ribs, before that
restaurant moved into a former Ponderosa two doors to the north.
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Nickolena appears to have been a bar or nightclub. We posted the
ad on Facebook recently and it was spotted by Laura Yarbrough
Tramontana, who commented, "I worked there. Only opening
night. Named for Mrs. Calabro. Drag show. Wow... woke up an
old memory."

Facebook user Arlene Michael Zompa recalls the location as The
Blue Fox sometime pre-1972. And Alan DePalo mentioned a
business called Nella Clothing that he remembered being at 1375
Atwood.

Upcoming Events

April 22, 2023

Annual Cemetery Cleanup

9am-12pm

Governor Samuel Ward King Cemetery (JN021), Hartford
Avenue at Winfield Avenue. Bring yourself, gloves, a rake, and a
friend! Water and light snacks will be provided.

April 26, 2023

General Meeting

7pm

Historian Robert Geake will speak about his 2016 book, From
Slaves to Soldiers: The 1st Rhode Island Regiment in the
American Revolution.

May 31, 2023

General Meeting

Tpm

George Luz, Jr. will speak about his father, George Sr., who was
a member of E Company, 2nd Battalion of the 506th Parachute
Infantry Regiment of the 101st Airborne Division. Their World
War II exploits were detailed in the 1992 book Band of Brothers
by historian Stephen Ambrose and the 2001 HBO miniseries of
the same name.



June 28, 2023

Annual Meeting

Tpm

We'll be holding an executive board election this month. Some
positions will be open, but any member in good standing (ie:
dues paid up-to-date) may run for any position on the board. The
positions are as follows:

President (open)

Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer

Trustees (four positions)

If you are interested in running, please email Tim Kee, head of
the Nominating Committee, at twkee@mac.com, so that he may
add your name to the slate.

Do you have a suggestion for a future speaker? Or do you
yourself have a topic you'd like to present at one of our
meetings? Please drop us a line at

johnstonhistorical 1825@gmail.com or leave a message at (401)
231-3380.

Contribute To Our Newsletter!

We are always looking for articles for our newsletter. Naturally, we would
like pieces that have to do with the town's history, but if you have an interest
that ties in with history somehow, why not share it with us? Maybe you
collect old snuffboxes or old railroad material. Maybe you have done some of
your family history that others might be interested in. Maybe you would like
to talk about the old days in Johnston. Wouldn't it be fun to share your
knowledge! You do not have to be a great writer to put together an article.
None of us are great literary figures. If you need help though, one of us would
be glad to assist you.

We think that it will make for a much better newsletter if others contribute
pieces that they have written. Remember, your reminiscences about the old
days in Johnston will become valuable pieces of our town's history. But if you
do not get them down on paper, they will be lost forever. We should make
sure that future generations know what went on in times past.

Next newsletter deadline: July 15, 2023.

As of this month our Facebook
and Instagram pages have 1.6k
and 264 followers, respectively!
Have you 'liked' us yet? To find
us type these addresses into your
computer browser:

Find us on
Facebook

r@ q Follow us on

www.facebook.com/johnstonhistorical
www.instagram.com/johnstonrihistoricalsociety
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Our Executive Board

President: Elise Carlson

Vice-President: Steve Merolla

Treasurer: Joe Jamroz

Recording Secretary: Carl Johnson

Corresponding Secretary: Christopher Martin

Trustees: Dan Brown, Phil Lemoi, Doug Stephens,
Anthony Ursillo.

Our Executive Board meets at 6:30pm in the Museum
building, 101 Putnam Pike, on the second to the last
Wednesday of each month, September through June
(except December). All are welcome to attend.

General Meetings are held at 7pm the last Wednesday
of each month, September through June (no December
meeting. We hold our Holiday Party that month). The

meetings are held in the Museum Barn.

Phone: (401) 231-3380

Website: www.JohnstonHistorical.org

Email: johnstonhistorical1825@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/johnstonhistorical

JOHNSTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
101 PUTNAM PIKE
JOHNSTON, RHODE ISLAND 02919

Annual Dues

Have you paid your 2023 dues yet? Your dues help us to
operate. The price of a single membership is only $20; a

family membership is only $30. Wotta bargain! So once

more, please pay your 2023 dues. Send us a check today!

Name:
Address:

Renewal Single ($20)
Family ($30)

New Single ($20)
Family ($30)

Don't forget -- your donations to the Johnston Historical
Society can be deducted from your taxes. We are
registered with the Federal Government as a non-profit
organization.



