Tohnston Bistoricdl Sesiety

Historical Notes

Volume V #6 July 1990 Cathy Lobello, Pres. Lou McGowan, Editor
Bob Burford, Assistant
\_ J
, LINCOLN Street Abraham LINCOLN (R) '61-65 16
STREETS OF Tz TOWN Andrew JOHNSON (D) '65-69 17
by Robert S. Burford GRANT Street Ulysses S. GRANT (R) '69-77 18
HAYES Avenue Rutherford B. HAYES (R) '77-81 19
GARFIELD Street James A. GARFIELD (R) '81 20

We continue here, after a lapse of several years, with some

observations about the sources of Johnston street and road Eheman A ANTHLIR(B] 6155 21

names. Previous pieces can be found in our JHS Historlcal Grover CLEVELAND (D) 85‘}89 2%
Sclis VoLl i pane 151, M et B Gage 20 il v i ManOLEe R oot
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¥ol.ti #0 (pagoe 85-ste I CANPRIBE NS RS ) ROOSEVELT Avenue Theodore ROOSEVELT (R)'01-09 26

TAFT Avenue William Howard TAFT (R) '03-13 27

WILSON Avenue Woodrow WILSON (D) '13-20 28

HARDING Street Warren G. HARDING (R) '21-23 29

COOLIDGE Street Calvin COOLIDGE (R) '23-29 30

HOOVER Avenue Herbert HOOVER (R) '29-33 31

(or #26) Franklin D. ROOSEVELT (D)'33-45 32

TRUMAN Street Harry TRUMAN (D) '45-53 33

Since our last scribblings about sireets having women's
given names, it has come to mind that adorning neighborhood
streets with women's Christian names seems to have been a
standard practice of American cities and towns, especially
during the period 1880-1920, that possibly no real women
were intended to be immortalized, and that even some
conscious effort can be seen to use a woman's name beginning
with each letter of the alphabet (Anita, Brenda, Celia, Diana,
Edna, Fawn,...). Documenting this hypothesis might come
about by dating and locating such street names on plat maps
for Johnston, Providence and adjacent towns.

Another such ramble over a Johnston street map found It is possible that one or more of these streets was actually
another group of street names too complete to be just named for someone other than the president with that name
coincidence: U.S. Presidents. but Roosevelt, McKinley or Lincoln are not familiar Johnston

family names and such a complete list of Presidential streets
STREET PRESIDENT NO. cannot be anything other than planned. It should also be
WASHINGTON Drive George WASHINGTON 1789-97 remembered that there was in Johnston in the 1930's (?) the

1
ADAMS Street John ADAMS  1797-1801 2 FRANKLIN School, a grammar school named for Benjamin
Thomas JEFFERSON 1801-09 3 Franklin, another historically important American leader.
James MADISON  1809-17 4 Other streets possibly named for national political leaders
MONROE Street James MONROE 1817-25 5 are a little more doubtful but please bear with me:
6
7
8
9

(or #2) John Quincey ADAMS 1825-29

JACKSON Avenue Andrew JACKSON  1828-37 ANTHONY Street Henry B. ANTHONY, prominent R.I.
VAN BUREN Street  Martin VAN BUREN  1837-41 Republican Senator and owner of
HARRISON Street William Henry HARRISON 1841 Providence Journal, 1860's
TYLER Avenue John TYLER 1841-45 10 BLAINE Street James G. BLAINE, Republican 1884
POLK Street James K. POLK  1845-49 11 presidential candidate ran against
TAYLOR Avenue Zachary TAYLOR 1849-50 1l #22, Grover Cleveland
FILLMORE Avenue Millard FILLMORE 1850-53 13 BRAYTON Street "General" Charles R. BRAYTON, R.l.'s
Franklin PIERCE (D) '53-57 14 Republican party boss 1885-1910
BUCHANAN Street  James BUCHANAN (D) '57-61 15 BURR Avenue Aaron BURR, Vice President to and

opponent of #3, Thomas Jefferson

R



books, books, and more books...

on Historical Architecture

The Comfortable House: North American
Suburban Archltecture 1890-1930, by Alan Gowans
(London & Cambridge, MA : The MIT Press, 1986).

Supported by the editors of The Old House Journal,

CLINTON Street George CLINTON, Vice President to Prof. Gowans has produced a heavily illustrated 200 page
#3, Thomas Jefferson, ...or... book with index and extensive bibliography about a topic
DeWitt CLINTON, Governor of NY and which the title only vaguely suggests. The professor's
opponent of #4, James Madison very readible, sometimes witty or anecdotal collection of
CURTIS Street Charles CURTIS, Vice President to essays is about many aspects of human habitation for the
#31, Herbert Hoover middle class. He discusses psychological requirements of
DALLAS Street Alexander DALLAS, Treasury individual common men pertaining to their need for a house
Secretary for #4, J. Madison,..or to call a home. He introduces something of the sociological
George M. DALLAS, Vice President forces at work among the working class people of 19th and
to #11, James K. Polk 20th century America. He steps through the sources in
DAVIS Street John W. DAVIS, Democrat "high" architecture from which common middle class house
presidential opponent of #30, styles have been taken. He describes the friction and
Calvin Coolidge cross-purposes between architects and builders and
DAY Street William R. DAY, in cabinet of #25, cyclical mood swings among architects that have often
William McKinley ... or ... marked shifts in interpretation of modern styles. But
George T. DAY, local 1850-70's Gowans' main message is -- what has been mostly
Baptist minister of Olneyville forgotten -- that during the period of time from the Civil
DIX Avenue John DIX, Treasury Secretary under War to World War lI, a large portion of American middle
#15, James Buchanan class housing was ready-cut, prefabricated, mail-order.
EVERETT Count Edward EVERETT, Secretaw of State He touches on Sty|e VS. type Vs, form Bnd cafefu”y
to #13, Millard Fillmore describes the 3 main forms of mail-order houses (the
GARNER Avenue John N. GARNER, Vice President to bungalow, the foursquare, and the homestead temple-
#32, F.D. Roosevelt house), each of which he further sub-divides into large and
GREEN Street Theodore Francis Green, R.l.'s small, and then adds a seventh, the I-form. The professor
Democrat Governor, 1933-37, concludes that working America has gotten its money's
and longterm influential Senator worth, that mail-order houses have long provided
JOHNSON Avenue Richard M. JOHNSON, Vice President comfortable quality homes that often do surprisingly well
to #8, Martin Van Buren at capturing the artistic style of high architecture. Well
MARSHALL Street John MARSHALL, Chief Justice to worth reading but the captioned black-and-white photos
#2,John Adams,  ..or.. and drawings are a browsing adventure in themselves. A
Thomas R. MARSHALL, Vice President good companion for A Field Guide to American Houses by
to#28, Woodrow Wilson Virginia and Lee McAlester (New York : Knopf, 1984).
MORTON Avenue Levi P. MORTON, Vice President to
#23, Bejamin Harrison The Pawtucket Public Library recently added to its
SHERIDAN Street Philip H. SHERIDAN, Civil War gen' shelves a new collection of Architectural History books,
SHERMAN Avenue James S. SHERMAN, Vice President acquired with funding partially from a grant from the

to #27, William H. Taft, ...or...
William Tecumseh SHERMAN, famed

Civil War general and right arm
of Gen./Pres. US Grant (above)
SMITH Streset Robert SMITH, Secretary to #4, ..or
Alfred E. SMITH, Democratic
opponent of #31, Herbert Hoover
STEVENSON Avenue Adlai E. STEVENSON, Vice President
to #22, Grover Cleveland, ...or
Adlai E. STEVENSON (grandson),
Democratic presidential candidate

Pawtucket Preservation Society.

1952 & 1956
WEAVER Road James WEAVER, Populist candidate for
president running against #22
WHEELER Avenue William A. WHEELER, Vice President

to #19, Rutherford B. Hayes

[Anyone with evidence that would help confirm or deny ~
the source of any of these street names, please respond.]
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Dictionary of Moses Mowry's Medicines

Ant. (seen mostly as Panary Ant.) Possible:
(1) antimony, an active heavy metal much In
use hy 17th-18th Century doctors of the
European "chemist” school of medicine, as a
diaphoretic and emetic, also "...antimony is a
fast- if painful- way of scouring clean an open
wound..."(6riggs:70)(see emef. and tartr.); but
also to consider is (2) the plant, #wfhemis
nabitis . which produces flowers well known
as the herbal ingredient, Camomile, used as a
tonlc tea, or as a general bitter, sometimes as
a poultice, the camomile herbs yielding an oil,
anthemic acid. (Richardson:90)

=

R S%  CAMOMILE
/ﬂh“ 4, Anthemis nobilis

i)

.

finto. (Pul. Anto.) pulverized Antimony (see
above). Mowry's mss. later references fully
spelled entries, "Antimeny”, "Antimonia”.

Aqua. (Aqua. Ophth.) Pertaining to water.

Arb. (seen once as Gm. Arb.) Gum Arabic ?, an
aromatic resin from an Egyptian tree.

Bal. or Bol. Possible: (1) Latin Za/us= large
pill; (2) Balm (Melissa efficinalis) or Balm of
Gilead (two species); (3) Balsam (Myreaxy/ion
bafsamum), Tor Wwhich see also S, Fenz.,
Caopgcyi and myirik

Basil (Ungt. Basil) A common aromatic annual
garden plant often used by Dr. Mowry in an
"unguent”, a salve to sooth the skin.

Benz. (Flus. Benz.) Possible: "...benzoin
(styrax benzoin) - the principal ingredient of
fFriar's Balsam..." among the qums and resins
burned as incense, which include Balsam,
camphor, myrrh and frankincense.(6riggs:309)

Bitters R usually alcoholic liquor prepared by
maceration or distillation of a bitter herb,
leaf, fruit, seed, or root and used as a mild
tonic or stimulant to increase the appetite and
improve digestion... (Webster's 3rd Internat'l)

Borax (seen once, 2 drams)

Cal. or Col. Possible: (1) Calomel (mercurous
chloride) aka AMercurius fuicis a tasteless,
white, powdered form of Mercury, a metal
entensively used by the "chemist” school of
medicine. (See also: #nf and #it.); (2) the
plant #cerus caleames (Sweet flag) produces
a spicy oil which is diffused from its powdered
dried root and used as aromatic tonic (Griggs:
137 Huson:141); (3) the alkaloid * £elchicine,
found in meadow saffron, has been employed
in the treatment of gout” (Richardson:6); (4)
Lalenduls efficinalis, "...the simple distilled
waters of such healing plants as marigold ...
must often have been responsible for success
(in restoring health)."(Griggs:70) See: Ahei

Camph. (and 6m. Camph or Campr.) Camphor,
reportedly used to treat Asiatic cholera by
mid-19th century. (Griggs:208,229)

Cascarilla (Corty. Cascarilla or Caskarilla)
The aromatic bark of a WWest Indian shrub,
Lrelon efuterig used for making incense
and as a tonic... (Webster's 3rd Internat'l)
Note that Dr. Mowry often and consistently
uses the Latin word corfes for bark.

Catechis (seen twice) ?

Cathartic (Cathart.) Lanrative. Griggs claims
given rectally (p.154). See also main article.

Colembo (Rads. C... or Calombo) Colombo
(Loccolus paimatos) is a climbing perennial
from the forests of southeastern fifrica,
chopped pieces of the root of which are boiled
in water to make a bitter tonic used to coun-
teract vomiting and nausea, especially during
pregnancy, for fevers, diarrhea, to improve
appetite, and soothe dyspepsia. (Lust:160)
Note that the Latin word radix is often and
consistently used by Dr. Mowry for "root”,

Cr.or Cs. (seen as Cs. Tantr.) ?

D.C. (Emp. D.C.) Same as diacal/um?

Cortu. Latin for bark. See: Lasceritfa, Pery



e
L)

Copaivi (Bal. Copoivi or Copaivi) "Copaiba,
Copaiva, Capivi ... A balsam obtained by
making incisions on the stem of Lapaifera
mulfygngas, and other species. It acts on the
body as a diuretic, expectorant, and in large
doses as a purgative; and exercises a direct
and special influence on the mucous mem-

branes of the body."(20th Century Encyclo-
pedia:751)

Dentu Tooth; see the main article.

Diacalum (seen as Emp. Diacalum | Plast.)
Same as Z/£.?7 See also emp.

Draconis (seen once as Sanguis Draconis)
Possible: (1) "sucking dragon” would be a
reasonable Latin translation, suggesting blood
sucker or leech; variety known as the "Horse
Leech" is found in old books under the Latin,
Haemaopis sanguisgrba 0ther possibilities
include plants (2) #rlemisia draconcoeies
(tarragon) related to # a&s/ethivm (worm-
wood) which is used herbally as a bitter, a
diaphoretic and flavoring (Coon); and (3)
draceniiom(skunk cabbage) or "dragon
root" (Jack-in-the-Pulpit), which both contain
large amounts of calcium oxalate which is an
irritant. (Richardson:34-35 & Coon:193)

Draio (seen as Pul.Nitr.Sar.Draio) See S&r
Dulc. Latin duv/ce is sweet. See calomef vil,

Emp. Mowry's abbreviation for the Latin,
emplesirum, meaning an adhesive plaster,
though the Doctor also often uses the word
Plaster (or Plastr.) even in the same line. See
also Z.£ and faispasitic

Emet. or Emt. Emetic, that which causes
vomiting. As a side effect, it often acts as a
purgative or lasative. Emetic wine containing
Antimony "saved” the young King Louis HIU in
1658. (Griggs:86-87) See also /pecacuania

LAVENDER
Lavandula officinalis

Epispastic (Emp. Epispasth.) From the Greek,
epispastikes, causing a blister or producing a
serious discharge by producing inflammation.
(Webster's 3rd Internat'l) This was an age
that believed that a body could be purged of
illness by "blister plasters”,

Flus. See fenz.

Glaub. (Sal. Glaub.) Glauber's salt is well
known to old chemists as sodium suifate.

6m. (Gm. D.C. or Gm. opii or Gm. Camph.) Gum

Hydragi (Ung. Hydragira. Nitrati. or Ungt.
Hydragi. Nit.) ?

Ipecacuanha (lpecac or Ipe. or Ipc.) An
important article of the Afgleria Medics, being
the Peruvian name for the root of the plant,
Lephaelis ipecacogmba |mported from Rio
de Janeiro, Bahia, and Pernambuco, its odor is
faint and peculiarly bitter, sub-acid, and
mucilaginous; both water and alcohol extract
its virtues, which depend on a peculiar
principle, called fmet/a When given in large
doses, it acts as an emetic and purgative; in
small doses it is expectorant and diaphoretic.
(Twentieth Century Encyclopedia: 612 & 1655)

Jentian (Radd. Jentian, seen once) The roots
(and sometimes the leaves) of the various
Gentian plants, especially the Yellow Gentian
(Fentiana fules), have been used to treat
stomach conditions, to re juvenate the blood,
and to soothe and cleans inflammations, open
wounds, and tired feet. (Lust:412-413)

Julep A drink consisting usually of sweet
syrup, flavoring, and water designed to
soothe or stimulate ... from the French, rose-
water. (Websters 3rd Internatl) Revolutionary
Medicine by Dr. C. Keith Wilbur (and several
herbals) mentions a Mexican plant, Ja/az, the
root of which was used in colonial America as
a purgative; could Dr. Mowry have meant
Jalap when repeatedly writing Julep?

Laudanum (L.Laud.) The tincture of opium.

Lav. or Lar. (Spt.Lav.) Possible: The plant,
Lavender, brewed as a tea, administered to
comfort and stimulate the stomach,...though
"Spt." suggests spirit or alcoholic based.
(Griggs:271 & Huson:60-61)

Myrrh (Gm. Myrrh) The resin (or gum) of the
plant, Lommiphoers myrrg, myrrh has been
described since Biblical times and used as an
antiseptic and astringent by the 18th & 19th
Centuries,...used in mouthwashes. (Griggs:167
& Lust:288)



Niter (Sal.Nitr.) Related to nitrates or salts?
No. See Sapo
01. 0il, as in Ol. Ricini.

Ophth. (Rqua. Ophth.) Ophthalmia is a general
medical term for any inflammation of the eye.

Opii Related to opium? This notation appears
very frequently, but the "ii" may actually be
the Roman numeral 2 which Mowry often uses
otherwise, and the various forms of the script
"0" leads to the suggestion that it may well
be another shorthand character.

Panary (Panary fint.) Pertains to bread.

Peru (Cortx. Peru) Quinine comes from the
Linchona succirgbra plant, also known as
"Peruvian Bark", and was well known to the
16th Century Spanish conquistadors for
combating malaria and other fevers. (Griggs:
120-22,126,137,etc.)

Phleboty Phlebotomy is blood-letting; see
the main article.

Precipit. Rub. (or Precip.Rub.) Precipitate ?
of Rhubarb ? Abraham Belknap had his finger
dressed continually with this and Ungt. Basil.
But see also Auir

Pul. Latin pu/iis= powder (pulverized). See
also #Anria.

Radn. Latin for root. See: Serece. Serpl..
Jdentian. Spigelor

Radu. Rheii ? See also Joi

Rhei. (often seen as Cal. & Rhei.) Possible:
rhein, a yellow crystalline acid ... occurring
especially in rhubarb and senna leaves ...
(Webster's 3rd Internat'l)

Ricini (01. Ricini) Possible: #icinus communis
is the castor bean, from the seed of which
comes Castor-oil, used into the twentieth
century as a cathartic. (Griggs:11 & Lust:150)

Rub. Possible: (1) Rubefacients,...substances
which redden the skin; a number of plants,
including nettles, are so described in herbals
(Coon); (2) the plant family Aupusincludes
Blackberries & Raspberries.(Richardson:156-9)
See also Frecip. and epispasih.

ss May be Latin abbreviation for sem/s, one
half, as the notation is several times written
"iss".

sal. Abbreviation of Latin, salt. See &/guh.

Sanguis See Jroconis

Sapo (often seen as Pill Sapo No.) Pertaining
to soap or soap-like? Some plant species
contain natural soaping agents; Bouncing Bet,
its Latin name Sfepomaria efficinalis
pointing to the fact that it contains the
glycoside known as saponin which produces a
soapy lather, has been used by herbalists to
treat liver and digestive problems, and
asthma. (Richardson:89) Other plants also
produce saponin, though, and Dr. Mowry's
references give little else for clues. "No."
followed by a number (i.e. "No.8") is thought
to indicate that 8 pills were dispensed.

Sar. (Pul.Nitr.Sar.Draio.) ?

Satur. (Sal.Satur. or Sac.Satur.) Possible: The
Latin name fafwreja hortensiswas given to
the garden herb Savory by the ancient Roman,
Pliny, so it is possible that Dr. Mowry knew it
by this name. Dried Savory leaves boiled in
water 10 minutes and sweetened with honey

makes a digestive tea recommended for colic.
(Huson:79-80 & Lust:348)

SAVORY

Satureia hortensis




Seneca (Radx. Seneka or Seneca) From the
plant, FPelygale senega, variously called
Seneca snakeroot, milkwort, mountain flax,
rattiesnake root and senega root. "This rather
small, slender, unattractive weed grows in dry
woods in many parts of the United States,
more widely in the southern states than
elsewhere. It is a perennial with a hard,
branching, and knobby root which, for
medicinal purposes, is gathered in the fall just
before frost. The several stems grow about a
foot high and terminate in tiny, pinkish
flowers. In the early part of the eighteenth
century, a Scotch doctor in Pennsylvania heard
of its use by the Seneca Indians in cases of
snakebite and investigated its merits. He
discovered that an infusion of the dried roots
would actively promote salivation, desirable
in chronic catarrh, croup, asthma, and lung
disorders. It was accepted by the United
States Pharmacopoeia as early as 1820, and
remained on that list until recently. A
recommended infusion is | ounce of the dried
root to 1 pint of boiling water, taken as
needed, in doses of a tablespoon or more. Its
value as an expectorant and sialagogue
indicates its use in sore throat and for the
conditions mentioned. A laboratory analysis
shows that it contains methyl salicylate, a
principal constituent of wintergreen. Caution:
in very large doses it can have poisonous
reactions, including vomiting and purging and
other side effects. The 'snakebite cure’ aspect
of seneca seems to have been ignored since
its adoption as an official drug. There is no
mention of such value in any of the many
references to this valuable plant.” (Coon:161)

Serpt. (Radx. Serpt.) Serpentaria, aka
snakeroot (fristo/achia serpentaria), is a
low growing perennial found in Eastern US
woodlands. An infysion made from its dried
and powdered roots is used as a diaphoretic,
tonic, sudorific, and stimulant. (Coon)

/'x.H

“} Aristolochia Serpentaria

Spigela (Radx. Spigela) Commonly known as
Pinkroot, Spigelie marilandica, was used
effectively in colonial America to cure worms.
(Griggs:133, Lust:309)

Spt. spirit 2 (Seen in combinations with 27,
Lar, Nitr, Spt.Sal, Spit Nitr.0ut)

Sudo. (Pul.Sudo.) Sudorifics, herbs which
cause copious sweating, which is necessary
for good health. (Coon)

Sulph. Related to Sulfur.

Tartr. (Emt.Tartr. or Cs.Tartr.) Griggs (p.155)
describes the doctors at George Washington's
last iliness in 1799 as prolonging the course of
medication; bleedings and administrations of
strong internal medicines were "...followed by
several doses of tarter emetic (antimony)...".

Torza Sa_. Cascarilla ?

Ungt. Unguent, an cintment or salve, often 1
part finely powdered herbs to 4 parts olive oil,
lard, lanolin, beeswax and/or rosin. (Huson:
351) Dr. Mowry repeatedly dressed external
areas with Basil unguent, but by 1813 he
occasionally notes "Ungt.Simplex”. See Fas/,
iride .



VALERIAN
Valeriana officinalis

palerian (Radx. Uilirian or Uelerian) A
perennial herb or shrub of which at least one
species, the ornamental garden heliotrope
Yaleriana sfficinalisproduces a strong-
scented root used as a nervous-system
depressant. Growing wild in New England, the
dried root (rhizome) is powdered and an
infusion made in boiling water. It is given
orally as an antispasmodic, to allay pain and
to promote sleep. (Coon:203 & Griggs:150)

Palt. (Spt.Sal.Valt. or Sol.Uplt.) ?

Vinide (Ungt.linide or Viride) Possible:
Yeratrum virtde , commonly called Green
Heliebore or False Hellbore, a swamp plant
that was in the ancient herbalists' collections,
has in the 20th Century been found to contain
alkaloids effective in treating high blood
pressure. (Griggs:279; Richardson:35-6)

Dit. or Ditr. (seen as Spt.Uit.Dulc.) Possible:
(1) vitreous, like glass; (2) vitriol, any of
certain metallic sulfates with a glassy
appearance. 0il of Uitriol is sulfuric acid.
Griggs describes how costly and caustic
vitriolic oils of arsenic, mercury, antimony,
gold, etc. were concocted by physicians of
the ‘chemist’ school of European medicine
during the 16th-18th centuries.
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