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Cattrerine iotseIIo, presi<ieni Louis E. McGowan, edicor
Robert S. Burford, assisEarrt:

"The e:lercises at tha houge hrere preceCed Ey a parade
along HartforC avenLret in which th* -+olltrr,ring grtrupEparticipated: ldPA band. drum corps of Star-Il-Farker po=t.
American Legion, East Frovirjencei l,lendl:s l{obson e.ait,Anerican-Legion. i.rith Crum and bugle corpgi itcl:ienfia
FlcAl I i Eter PtrEt. r./. F. h,. wi th drurn anO bugl e corp=; thel'letional Argtrnquin Indran cer-rncir and r.ratr,Enar FEdErationof the American Indian.

"Chief o+ Folice Chester B. Colnel1. o{ Jchnston, r.rithDeputy Chi ei Antnony Rar none, and O+ + i ceri in.i'i=l.:ennedy, Larry priestley and Jack hJha]en. had charge oftraffitr.

GRA$D ARUr CF II{E RE?UrBLIC HIGH}IAY

by EoEert S. Burir,rd
,,uhere3s. i.i is fitting and propEr that the veterans of
tlre tri,vil war should recei.re recognition for tlieir
valiant semices in the war between the statEsl therE+,fr-e
bE it

"REsolved! ihat the chief o+ lhe di./ision of
highureyE end bridqeg in the state dEpartment of publi,c
urorks ig hereEy directEd to de=iqnate e Euit-ible highwa.;r
which traverses the Etate froo the l4asEechuEEtts Iine to
the Connecticut line as a hiqhway to be l.inoBn as 'Erand
srmy highHay'... "

Thus, En page 657 of the R.I. Acts end ReEol,/EE
(193,5)r i,E rEtrtrrqed the I'tirch :fs@
H-689 which eEtabl ished the 6.A.R. Highnay in Fhode
iEIand. This Fras apparently the +lrst governmental
action any,ahere in the country. Later, U.S. Rt.6 becarne
the Grand- Arrny Highway across the entire Hidth ot the
United States as other states paEsed legislation to Eo
h6nor the Civil hJar,s sEldiers. Though missing Bo.ne tr+
i ts signs. the 6rand Army o+ thE Republ ic Highway
preEently EtrettrheE from F,rtrvi,nEetown on Cape Cod to Long
Eeach on the E8uthErn Cal iforni a coagt. -and right
through thr 6riddle o{ Johnston, Rhtrde IElencl.

Itlot only was Bhode IslaBd the first to make guch a
p-rtriotic gesture, the ceremony was held in JohnEton.
E:lcerpts frorn the Frovidence Journal, Aug. Jl, 1916 {paqe
l1), tell the story:

'ROAD DEDICATED T0 GRAND ARl,ty - Exercises at Johnston
Mark Opening i4 I'liles of Trans{ontinental Highuray
Forrner Feder.al Judge lra Li,oyd Letts speeking at the
dedication o{ Grand Army highnay yesterday a+ternoon at
Bchee Springs Houser Hartford avenue. Johnsttrn. recalled
thE reEord that RhodE Islancl had in the Ci,ril tilar..., it
is right that He sHould here meet today in hontrr o+ the
great Union Arrny...thE first o+ the 4g Slates o{ the
Un1on...'

"Representati.res from many patriotic and ci./itr grtrupg
5at with the EFeai.erg ...IincludingJ I'trs. HElen C. place.
hJho sang '51eep. Soldier Boy. ... tandl F,liss Ellen l.:nox.
who sang 'EarEara Fritchie' ... Speeches werE broadcast
BVeF en arnp.Lifier Eystem to the crobid sssEffb]ed cn Echee
Sprinq qrtrunds....A marker was un'reiled... tandl actrepled
iy Ctr'nrnanCer llartin 5. Srnith of the G.A.R.

.3{

The Gr.inE ilr,ny ,l.i tire i;teF,uE,l. 1c (G.ri.R. ) na= ancrganristion oi er-Eo.ldrer= airo had foLrght ;€r ti-rE t,ltrth
CLlr-l,nq the CrviI LJar. Fcirnded in iBoo. tf,r= ,nl:r=-Lr,h€nored falien L!/rradEg, prov:.ded care i.r tltEtr,leFendents. ran otd solC:ers. t-rcn=s. wEi-e pailliaa.l, ly
FBtent tn rel rE+ ani Fen=_icn Iegr=l;,tion. and =_=ta!11=heilihe celebrattcn c{ ilemorr;I !,ay cn the nairanal. caleni;r,
The 55th and iinal ,,encarrprr.iei:t,, (nation.il gatlrei-irrql ,:f
ihts elderly veter;ns ot the G.a.F,. }Jes he].d lrr 1i4i andhrserl H. l.joc'l gort, tjie iaei.lt-rr.zi,zrng rT,ernber. dt!.d tr.l
i e5,5.

A coriipanion crganr:atrcn, called iie Eeins ui !ni:nl/etEFanE of r-he Ci,ri I l,lar. Eec3,rr= a r.tat1i.a j crijanl:;.i1nn
in .lSB1. ipen io rna.l.e descEn,j;ini3 of !:aier;-: ;i ti:q_
Linr.on Arn./'tr+ ihe Ci.,,1l liar, ri 
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The 6.A.R., the Sons. and other ci.zic and fraternal
c:'gsnirstiong rrt.red to ha'/E s netional highr.Jay netlqd aE a
"... prtrminEnt and enduring triEr-rte to the mernory oj lhe
Grsnd Arrlv cf the Eepurbl ic . .. laf ter] ilrn. L, AndersEn
EuggestEd thE iCea...j.n April 19f,4. ".,,(i) The Rhode
Island Feclerated Patriotic Society and the SUliCli
0epartment of Rhode IElend qui€!:ly ,nade arrangE,nents urith
the go'iernor and General As=e'nbly. while veterans groups
in ether Etate5 were rnai(ing .rarying i.r.:rpressi.ons on their
gct/ernflent lEadErE. * coflrinittEe o+ the SUtjCLl Departirent
o{ I,las=achueetts shepherCEd e Grand Arrny Highuay bill
through +-het statE's aseenrEly in timE tE have the
gtrr./ernEr sign it ints 1aw on Lincoln'5 Eirthday! Februrary
1!th. 1937. 0n May l7th. 1?37. nine rnonths after Rhode
iEland had dedicatsd its pietre o+ highway at Johnsttrn.
the State o-F I'lassachusetts dedicated its portitrn o+ Rt.6
uith a .cerefiony.at the bridge between |lew Bedford and
Fairha'ren Hhere a Eron:E rnerker hraE attached to a huge
E,ruIder and the adjacEnt parli was also renamed Grand Ailny
o{ the Fepublic Herfltrrial Park. (2rS) In lg4! the 6.A.R.
I'lationel Canvention adopted a design for a uniform
highwaT eign{4): the 56n5 have continued to carry out
lheir father5' plan: "3tate Highway authorities are
Lrrgad to platrE and 'naintain ihE approved Grand Army of
the Eepublic Eigns.""on both Eides of the highuay at not
rnci-s than {i're-rnile inter.rals. Hhite backgrcund, Blue
lettering and insignia. and red numeral make an
ettrective ctr'rbi,nati,on.
.6F',6c+ " /ql

Elueprints furni'Ehed 6n

'rThiE all-yeer unique highway -- cornpletely peved! and
na'red +or the qreat {raternity o+ vetErans F,ho Eer./ed in
tie armed forceE o+ thE United Stater during the CiviI
tdar and Eaved the unitT of the nation - beEame an
actual ity a+ter 16 years o+ negotiation with state
legr,slatures and govErnors by the StrnE 6f lJnitrn Veterans
of the Civil h,lar. Confirming legislation was necessary
in the 14 5tates tra./er"=eC by the route. Ceremonial
dEdicatlons took place elong the highway it chosen crties
trn l'tey ;. 1?5S. " (6)

.An'J it EtartEd in Johnston.

tl
\

(Anyone having iriformation regarding the preEent
,here;rboLlts o+ the ochee Sprrng mar,iEr or ilny 6.A,R.
Highura./ {narl:pr9 in F:hcde I=1and, pla.i=e cinlict iirt,
authori LEuteIl l/, Ha,i,,-xef-, jons u+ Unrcn VeIL=-;n,:, -i::-l:
Espali€r F'1ece, Foicnac, j'iD :i)35.1i cr Far-rl i. I =Il r, F:. j,
Departrilent of Tr:n=pcr-irtron. 5teie 0{+rce irr-rrldtng.
Frovr dence i-j:rQ7- i

FEOTIIIOTES:
( 1 ) I ettEr f rcm Chegter l,,l Adslread " JEirn A Herures tlarnp f5.
SonE o+ Uni. on Ve1:eratrS. " , . li Er-ittcnwc,.rd 5L, New Bed.f trrd.
l'lass i):74{) to Ri chard C Scnl enher. Comrr;nder-i n-Chr er
(llassachusett= Eecar'-rrentl . Jur,e 1?al"
(?) "Reporl ot G-A.R. llighuraT Ccnrmiitee" 1n DEpari,ner, i..i
l'lassachusett=, SLan= o{ Unron ?E1:EFanE... i3nnLtil i-epori:J
l?f,7 and i9f,€,
(f,) "The Grard Arrnv Hignr,;7, -l-',Er, -and t.tcu', Ln Cranl )rri/
'/ank Inet.isletler-l . ,ja;ir-rai-./-FeErLlar.1, i.?57, page 1J.
(4) ibid., page 16.
t.3) "Era;td Arrtl Hi ghwaT - The i i easurre Fi:urte: aoaEa ttr
Ccast. 5r-rrf tc Sulrf" tp;rpEletl, S;n= oi UnLL:n',Er_erang
Li+ the Di./r i Ular. ,ica. .1.-r:3) ,

lo/ :ur!.
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Di:ar )lembers;'

As my Eerm of of lice comes to a close, I would like Eo refLect on
Ehe past few ye.ars and express my grac.rcude.

I an forEunaae Eo have been prestdent at a Elme of stgnif icaot
growch and change rn E.he JohnsEon HisEorical Society. During chrs
Erme, !e acquired Ehe deed ro rhe Farnum/Ange11 House and escabLish-
ed an official headquarcers and meeclng place for our soci,eEy.
Afcer careful research, che ext.eri-or of ehe hisE.orlcal house sas
repai-red and palnced to resemble Ehe auchenEic colorings of the
erghceench cenEury. To provide anoEher asseE and source of rn-
come for society expenses, Ehe second floor was renova!.ed and a
suieable rencer was found. CommuniEy asaremess rs increasj.ng and
our membershrp has already Eripled and is sEill grouing. 0ur
annual reporE shows subscanrial growth in che pasr year and f tnancral
sr.abiliEy for Ehe year E.o come. 0ur members are kepc informed of
socr.eEy newg and arEicles of i-nEeresc perEaining co loca1 hj.sEory
chrough Ehe Johnston Hiscorical SocleEy Nevslet.cer uhich is pub-
li.shed bi-monrhly. In ooneEary gain and coomuniry invoJ-vemenc,
our society's effores have been very successful, but che overall
effecEs cannoE. be measured in EerEs of success alone.

I am proud and honored EhaE Ehese excicing evencs cook place during
my presidency. I musE Ehank each member who chatred a fundrarsrng
evenE, a rescoraEion projecE, a comnuniEy-orienEed projecE, Ene
newslecEer, che membershj-p drive, Ehe Sunshine CommiEEee and al1
special commrEEees. I would also Lrke Eo express my appreciat.ron
co everyone who worked on chese commi.EEees and everyone who parEi-
icpaEed i-n Ehese evenEs. Thank you fellow officers and members of
the JohnsEon HisEorical Soc!eEy for your cooperaEj.on and supporc
Ehroughouc Ehe year.

Before closing ehis lecEer, I vouJ.d Iike t.o' congraculace our
new of t-rcers:

President: Kathy Lo Bello
Vice President: Thooas De PeErillo
Recording Seeretary: Louig Mc Gouan
Corresponding Secretary: Robert Burford
Treasurer: Rita Saccocci.o

0ur society is fortunaEe Eo have this fine slaEe of officers. I
an confident EhaC Ehey have nany exciEing events planned for Ehis
year. BuE re EusE all remember that Ehey need our help. Each and
every member should be ready and waicing Eo lend a hand ! .{11
event.s are pubi,icized j.n a.dvance and dat.es are knovn to all of our
members. EveryorE s help is needed and wanted! Don't sit back and
waiE Eo be asked...V0LUNTEERl

Thank you all again for lvo exciEing and rewarding Eerns of.office.
S incerely.: , 2

,4 I -'-'2','-"''Ja'n4t'1'-/l

- Shirley L, Beaune

NOTTCE FEOI.I OUR :{E\il PBESIDE}IT

I?rls coui::g month a letter rLJJ go out to ttre nenber'
shlp asklng their ingrt in the areas of,!

{ociety direction for futr.u:g proiec+s
-Irdlvldual corslitiee involvenent
-Ideas irr general

Idatch for the letter irr the colrirg mail.

Cattry loBello

BGITIDAY FrR rrosE CotPjE-i3

-

lGnton Hose Corrpany #3, the volu.oteer organization that
owaB aJri r:r:ns tlra tG.nton Ftre Statlon' ls celehcating the
75th arsrlvergary of its charber. A serles of events ts
ta&{Fg pJ:ce ttris yeaiE to publlcl.ze tlre tlre occaslon' flll-
mirati.r,g in a dinner{.arce il November for ttre j-nstaLl€,tion
of, offlcer:s. One of the vol:nteer fjr€nta:e is rrltirg a
panphlet detailS-ng the history of the conpany. Contact the
fi.re conpany for i-nformatlon concemirg ttrese evenLs.

MTTORTAL POL]XY

-

this grbllcation ls to provider 1)
tfune1y inforraation to ttre nembenr of the
Johnston Hlstorical Society, rhl1e 2)
fostering the str.rdy of 1oca1 history by
sharlng iiata and reasonably researched.
a.rticles about the town's herltage. Six
lssues n111 be published per year. lackj.ssues a;re 7*, per coplr. Ttre editor
eaterly solicites marnrscrip+,s ani notesot arry length ard $laflnatical quality
(gene::a11y not to excaed 2000 wozCs).
?opics c;ur rarrge fron history a.nd. pag-
ser:ration of old houses (genera]. oi soe-
cijlc b'rrr,lings) ttrrough biogEalhical-
sketches and genealogy of local farnilies,
to Johlston events, geog::alhXr €.rchae-
oIogy, i:rdustries, club€ and orgaJlizat-
lons, to folklore and cra.f,ts of Da.st
decades. Docunents a.ni diarles 6f hi"tor-
ical sigRiJicarlce would be consid.ered.
for reprin'"ing.

-fiITE A}ID JIJLY METN.IC,S

0n Jr:ne 2lrd we held.o:r qnptr4l meetirg. Tr,ro importarrt hap_penlr,€B occured that night. One wa,s the-election ;f offic;;rhose na$es are gresentd. in Shirley geaunerE letter i.rr thG-isstre. . ttre other funpodant event ras the approrral ty the
nenbet:ship of the pmposd. b1a1aws. Ner cha^iges to ihe e1
Q1e rale approved, that night so if you neea i cogy of th;official QpLarrs wlth the clanges, pl"ease pict< one"up-at 

--

arnr genet]a,l neetir:g.
.. At- our July 28ttr gener.al meeting Shi-rley Bear.ure handed overthe keys to the panm.un/,rnseu rouie anl ti" g;;;i t" ?itrri'-'ro3ellor sigaifytng C{!rf,s ascenia.ncy to thJ presld.ent,schair. AIL the neL officer-r wer€ sfio;rr :.n a,a-greparationswert! nade for the election of tro tnrstees to tie i*"cuiive
$a=d_at our Au€ust raeeti-ng. Orr btrdget for.the 19e6j,fisc,J yeErr wa,s also alproved, as foU.5rs:

Newslettcr eosts- $450
Postage & frlntine- I5O
Stationaey lEi-nti:rg- 6O
Sunshile comrittee- frllbo.ary donation- 30Histozy studert

_ arra::d,- 50

History Day certificates- $15Hospitalitlr ?O
LittraEy Conarittee- 1OO
Proga^ur Comraittee- 60Historic Sites Conrnittee- l2O
Menbe:ship Corarnj.ttee- 25

A
E ,fiffi

totaf pro jettea-iltfayr

Projected Incone for 1986-82:

Dres- lZ5O Flea rna.:*et-
Donations- 100 Christmas event-
laffle- 250 !{isc.-

$5oo
100
50

f
IF Total Brrojected irrcone: $1450.00

SLLSo.oo
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The following list of Civil ?iar vetem.ns
ir.rried. in Johnston was ta-ken fronr the R.I.
Historic Cemeteries l'laster Bgok at the I'iohr
Lib::a:ry, Johnston:

irFl

Answers to ']"-ot monthrs questlons: \
f) nrsfr Clty ras a niclsrame aplied to ttre vlJ-lage of miLL
hotrses belonging to the Pocasset l{o::sted Conpany t,lrat stlll
sta.nds off Plairtfield Street fur tlrornton. the origina]. 27
houses rere built on Pocasset Street ard ltaple Avenue Ln
L897, 14 nore houses on wa.lmrt Street were added in 1902
lrhen an addition to the rnil.l was completed. Janes Goss, a
li-fe-long town restdent, hea.:d from.his pa.rents tJtat the
neme ca.lne fron ttre fact that t}re milf. orners we:e irt a
hurry to get tJre housi.ng ready for t}eir enpJ.oyees" Ttre
Wgch 25, 1898 editton of the Olnerrrri11e Tlmes mentiom
that the sideralJcs had just been conrpleted on ltaple Ave-
nue" Si-nce the mial was al^ready in operatlon at ttrat ti.ne,
the miLL owners rere probably i:l a rrttfsh'r to get thfngs
coripJ.eted.

2) trere were at. least tno ericket fields in Jotrnston
around ttre tura of this centr::ry, both used by the English
resldents of ttreir respective couauritles. One ras locat-
ed on Angel1 Street irr Granitevllle just to the south of
the Woonasquafircket River. It ls used as a ta.sebalL f,leld
today, althou€tt it is stll.l Isrown to some people as Cricle
et Fleld" ltre fleld was pobably set up W the Joseph Bern
Comparry rlho opened a texblle m111 on the other stde of ttre
rlver lnrigdr. T?re Benn conpany' an English fi-rar' bought
rnany of, ttreir worke::s rith thera' a.rd they settled on both
sldee of the rlver in Greystone and GraniteviLLe.

Ttra otlrer criclcet field was !n fhornton in back of the
preserE Sai:rb Roccots Chu.reh on Atrsood Averue" Toda.yn it
Is kaora aa Fertlts Field to locaJ. peopl,e aoi the garne.
plaryed tie::e ls baseb,Il, hrt 100 yeaJci ago the Engtleh
woske::s fron Brltish Hosiery used it for t&eir national
sane. A l'by, 1885 arbicle in the Ehg!LEla!4i-i.tl4g&, a
local. nerspaper, telJ-s otr a cricket match betreen the Ttrorn-
ton Cricket Clxb a,ttl the Bmm Unive::sity Cricket Cllb.
I'latrhes were aLso pl€Ved with teans f:eom arourd Erode Isla.nt
such as the RutEord, A.shton, Wansio.rck, a.nd Berkley teams afll
Flassaclnrsetts tea.re fron Boaton ard F"r,J &[ver. ft is not
I,oorn hor long ttre EnglGh garre rras p}lyed at the lhor:*on
fLeld, hrt it nas calLed."Cricket tr'ield" at least uatil the
1920s.

3) ,lotrnston's only Lieutena,nt Gorernor nas Ihomas R. Dlr,tgliot
who serr€d forr terms fron L9T7 r:ntlL 1985.

lhis morth's questlorur

1) Xow was the westera borrler of Joirnston tletemined?

2) Idhat ro1e, if a.ny, ttlcl. Johnston play in 18ttr cerrtury lron
ma.radacturirrg ln the State?

3) qf 1700 John $C.prp ad hts fa.oily had settled il an area
otr torn called 1t{Wtom. I{trere nas I?ipptorn located?
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February 28, 1986

c^h6r- Q Arrra-7,

-joi'rrrit.r't'listoricaL soc iecy
I0I guCnam PLKe
.lohnsion, RI 02919

Dear !1r" Burford:

I was so excited to read in the January issue of
rhe "Historical NewsLetter" your current findings on

to hear your fi-nal determj.nation as to who built the house
and trhat the circunstances were surrounding their lives.

Ilanl' thanks for keeplng me abreast of an-v lSth century
houses threatened wi-.h dernolition. uithout people li}le iou
anC the others of the Johnston Histori-ca]- Scciety, bu!ldings
:hat we disassenble and save would end uP j-n :he to'./n
landfiil.

/1

Ttrr corc of prinring chis publication
for rhc year 1986 has bcen peid by che
folloeiag sponrors:

l{ayor Ralph A. aRuslo
lJelcer Bceund of Uniecd OispLay
Jcen Derter, aleccrologisr
Bill end Bob Jackson of

lJ.E. Jrckron bookbinders
Loui! Pcffocta of the Louis prcss
Frank Rocondo of John!con

lnlurrnc! Agcncy
Fr.nk Srccoccio of, Frank. Saccoccio Appliancr SsEvie"
Bcn Zeaoi of Mencon Aurobody

ecs"- :erar;s;- 
\
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The photos on ',,hi s pa€e are
ea. L))'j vtews aiong Greer
vi-il-e ^tve. in i,ia::ion and
i.., anss-j'.-.':'r ihe oia H:ne
1,1:ek ia:aie ?ri cr iry iia::-
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JCI{JISrcN,{ISTCF TC AL SCCETT
r01 Putna-n Pike
Johnsion, P..I. 029L9

GeorgeClymers Colunicran' press. a
sophisticated hand-operated printhg press. The
long, multrlointed pulling bar on the nght
permitted easrer and'more rapid ratsing and
lowering oi the platen.

CAL4{DER o-F' E'I/ENTS

Ar.rgust 3rd. (Surd.dy) Corn Festirral, 1:00 p.n.,
galres for child.::en, fresh

Dame Far:n. Tou:ls, farmir:g exhibitn
corn and other foods available.

Ar:gust 25th (Monday) J.H.s. Gffi{ERAL I4EET [G, lr)Q p.m., F'arnum,/Ange11 House, 101
Rrtnarn Pike.

September 14th (Surrday) ta:rt<ee Gouzmet Cooking Demonstration with Barba::a Stetson
of. Scituate. At Visitors Center, Dafle Fa:rr.

September 24th (Sunday) Harrrest Festival, .10 a,m.-J p.m.1 Da.ne Fanm.
pumpkin, arts & crafts, mrsic, gaJnes, apples
for sale. Hain d.ate- Se!2tenber 28th.

september Z?Lh &, 28. Johnston Lions FaII Festival, Johnston l,r:neorial
(sat. & sun. )

TO?IN TO IESTF.OY HTSTORIC BUITNtr{GS AT MEMORIAL PAru(

Our society "strongly opposes the proposed. d.emolition
of two of Johnston Memori-a1 Park's original st:rrctures,
the Judge Iouis D:nn Pavilion and the ')Iar Vets Pavilion
Dating lo L*7, the br-ri.ldings were fundeC by eontribr:-
tions from town citizens. 36 Johnston men died. durir:g
lil,I If and the park and these brrildings are deCicated to
their rnemor1r. 'y{e feel that these br:ildings can be pre-
se:rred and renovated, but we need your help. Let your
tcwn representatives know that you oppose ihis sense-
less destnrction.

Pick your ovrn
& fresh food.
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