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"The exercises at the house were preceded by & parade
. along Hartford avenue, in which ths -following graoups
participated: WFA band, drum corps of Stark-Farker Fost,
American Legion, East Frovidence; Mendes Hobson Fost,
American~Legion, with cdrum and bugle corps; IMckenna
McAllister FPost, Y.F.W. with drum and bugle Lorps. the
Maticnal A;gcnquxﬁ Indian Coumcil and Maticnal Federation
of the American Indian.
"Chief of Folice Chester 5. Colwell, of Jochnston, with
Deputy Chisf Anthony Rainone, and Officers Thomas
Kennedy, Larry Friestley and Jack Whalen, had charge of

traffic.”
Medal of
the
Grand
GR or REPUBLIC HIGHWAY
' Army
by Robert 3. Burford of the
"whereasr It is fitting and proper that_the veterans a_:l-F Republi’c
the civil war should receive recognition for their
valiant services in the war between the states; thersfore
be it LR
"Resalved, That the chief of the division of

highways and bridges 1in the state department of public
works is hereby directed to designate a suitable highway
which traverses the state from the Massachusetts life to The G . i o
the Connecticut line as a highway to be known as ‘Grand & brand srmy of the Republic (B.4.R.) was an
zrmy highway ..." Grganization of ex-=oldiers who hHad fought far the Morth

Thus, on page 437 of the R.I. Acts and Resglvss (guring the Civil War. Founded 1n 1868, this society
{1936}, is recorded the March 3lst, 1536 approval of bill honored fallen omradss, provided care for their
H-689 which established the G.A.R. Highway in FRhode dependents, ran old soldiers’ homes, were politizally
Ie1and. This was apparently the first governmental potent in relief and pensicon legislation, and sstaslished
action anywhers in the country. Later, U.S5. Rt.& became the celsbration of Memorial Day on the naticnal calendar.

The 35th and +inal “encampment” (national gathering) aof
the® elderly veterans of the G.A.R. was held in 1949 and
Albert H. Woolsocn, the last surviving memoer, died in
1936, .

A companion crganization, called ¢
veterans of the Civil War, became a natic
in [831. Open to male descendants of
Union Army of the Ciwvil War, 1t was =ar
cadet groups and fife and drum COrps.

the Grand Army Highway across the entire width of the
Unitsd States as other states passed legislation to so
honor the Ciwil War’s soldiers. Though missing some of
its signs, the Grand Army of the Republic Highway
presently stretches from Frovincetown on Cape Cod to Long
EBeach con the southern California coast,—and right
through the middle of Johnston, Rhode Island.

Mot only was Rhode Island the first to make such a
patriotic gesture, the ceremony was held in Johnston.
Excerpts from the Frovidence Journal, Aug. 31, 1936 {page
11}, tell the story:

"ROAD DEDICATED TO GRAND ARMY - Exerc;ses at Johnston

Mark Opening 24 Miles of Trans-Continental Highway - [ i e
Former Federal Judge Ira Lloyd Letts speaking at the [*inaC marionaL encampment oF The
dedication of Grand Army highway yesterday afterncon at 17 P ¢

Ochee Springs House, Hartford avenue. Johnston, recalled
the record that Rhode Island had in the Civil War...'it
is right that we should here meet today in honor of the
great Union Army...the first of the 48 States of the )  conre =il e !
Union...’ UNITED STATES POSTAGE
"Representatives from many patriotic and civic groups S

sat with the speawers ...[includingl Mrs. Helen C. Flace,

who sang “Sleep, Soldier Boy® ... [and] Miss Ellen Knos,

Y YT

who sang “Barbara Fritchie’ ... Speeches were broadcast U.s. 194-1-9 G.A.R.
cver an amplifier system to the crowd assembled on Ochee Commemerative stamp
Spring grounds....A marker was unveiled... [andl accepted

by Commander Martin 3. Smith of the G.A.R.
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The G.A.R., the GSons, and other civic and fraternal
crganizations moved to have a national highway named as a

.« prominent and enduring tribute to the memory of the
Grand Army of the FRepublic ...lafter] Wm. L. Anderscon
suggested the idea...in fApril 1934..."(1) The Rhode
Izland Federatsd Fatrictic Society and the SUVCW
Department of Rhode Island quickly made arrangements with
the governor and General Assembly, while veterans groups
in other states were making varying impressions on their
government leaders. A committee of the SUVCW Department
of Massachusetts shepherded a Grand Army Highway bill
through that state’s assesbly in time *to have the
governor sign it into law on Lincoln’s Birthday, February
1Zth, 1937. On May 17th, 1937, nine months aftar Rhode
island had dedicated its piece of highway at Johnstcn,
the State of Massachusetts dedicated its portion of Rt.6
with a  ceremony. at the bridge between MNew FBedford and
Fairhaven where a bronze marker was attached to a huge
boulder and the adjacent park was also renamed Grand Army
of the Republic Memcrial Park.(2,3) In 1942 the G.A.R.
Mational Convention adopted a design for a uniform
hiighway sign{4): the Sons have continued to carry out
their fathers®™ plan: "State Highway authorities are
urged to place and maintain the approved Grand Army of
the Republic signs...on both sides of the highway at not
more than +five-mile intervals. White background, blue
lettering and insignia, and red pumeral make an
attractive combination. Blueprints furnished on
request. " (3) 2

G
HIGHWARY

RAND AR

"This all-year unigue highway --— completely paved, and
named for the grzat fraternity of veterans who served in
the armed forces of the United States during the Civil
War and saved the unity of the nation =-— became an
actuality after l& years of negotiation with state
legislatures and governors by the Sons of Union Veterans
of the Civil War. Confirming legislation was necessary
in the 14 states traversed by the route. Ceremonial
dedications took place along the highway at chosen cities
on May 3, 17S3."{&)

And it started in Johnston.
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{Anyone hawing information regarding the present
whereabouts of the Ochee Spring marker or any G.A.A.
Highway markers in Fhode Island., olease contact the
author: Lowell Y. Hammer, 3Zons of Union Veterans, (3312
Espalier Flace, Fotomac, MD Z0334; or Faul A. kKelly, R.I.
Department of Transpcrtaticn, State Office Building,
Frovidence O2703.)

FOOTMOTES:

(1) letter from Chester W Adshead, John A Hawes Camp S04
Sons of Union Veterans..., 3! Buttonwood St, New Bedford.
Mass 02740 to Richard C Schlenker, Commander-in—Chisf
(Massachusetts Cepartment?!, June 1937,

i2) "Report of G-A.R. Highway Committes" in Department of
Massachusetts, Sons of Union Yeterans... [annual reports]
1937 and 1938, :

{3) "The Grand Army Highway, Then -and Mew" in Grand Army
fank [newsletterl, January-Februarv, 1747, page ld.

{4) ibid., page lé&.

{3) "Grend Army Highway — The Fleasure FRouts: Coast to
Coast, Surf to Sur$" C(pamphletl, Sons of Unicn Yetsrans
of the Civil War, (ca.1555).

(&) ibid.




Dear Members:

As my term of office comes to a close, I would like to reflect on
the past few years and express my graticude.

I am fortunate to have been president at a time of significant
growcth and change in the Johnston Historical Society. During this
time, we acquired the deed to the Farnum/Angell House and establish-
ed an official headquarcers and meeting place for our society.

After careful research, the exterior of the historical house was
repaired and painted to resemble the authentic colorings of the
eighteenth century., To provide another asset and source of in-

come for society expenses, the second floor was renovated and a
suitable renter was found. Community awaremess is increasing and
our membership has already tripled and is still growing. Our

annual report shows substancial growth in the past year and financial
stability for the year to come. Qur members are kept informed of
society news and articles of interest pertaining to local history
through the Johnston Historical Society Newsletter which is pub-
lished bi-monchly. In monetary gain and community involvement,

our society's efforts have been very successful, but the overall
effects cannot be measured in terms of success alone.

I am proud and honored that these exciting events took place during
my presidency. [ musc chank each member who chaired a fundraising
event, 4 restoration project, a community-oriented project, the
newslecter, the membership drive, the Sunshine Committee and all
special committees. [ would also like to express my appreciation
to everyone who worked on these committees and everyone who parti-
icpated in these events. Thank you fellow officers and members of
the Johnston Historical Society for your cooperation and support

ZDITORTAL POLICY

This publication is to provide: 1)
timely information to the members of the
Johnston Historical Society, while 2)
fostering the study of local history by
sharing data and reasonably researched
articles about the town's heritage. Six
issues will be published per year. Back
issues are 75¢ per copy. The editor
eagerly solicites manuseripts and notes
of any length and grammatical quality
(generally not to exceed 2000 words).
Topics can range from history and pre-
servation of old houses (general or spe-
cific buildings) through biographical
sketches and genealogy of local families,

throughout the year.

Before closing this letter, I would like to'congratulate our

naw officers:

President: Kathy Lo Bello

Vice President: Thomas De Petrille
Recording Secretary: Louis Mc Gowan
Corresponding Secretary: Robert Burford
Treasurer: Rita Saccoccio :

Our society is fortunate to have this fine slate of officers. I
am confident that they have many exciting events planned for this
year. But we must all remember that they need our help.
every member should be ready and waiting to lend a hand!
events are publicized in advance and dates are known to all of our
Don't sit back and

members. Everyome's help is needed and wanted!
wait to be asked...VOLUNTEER!

Thank you all again for two exciting and rewarding terms of office.

Sincerely: 5 ¢
: ® 1 2
e !‘:.'.‘_c.r_.f o~ ez g el

Shirley L. Beaune'

NOTTCE FEOM OUR N¥EW PRESTDENT

This coming month a letter will go out to the member—
ship asking their input in the areas of:
=Society direction for future projects
=Individual commitiee involvement
=Tdeas in general
Watch for the letter in the coming mail.

Cathy LoBello

3 R _HOSE CO 1

Manton Hose Company #3, the volunteer organization that
owns and runs the Manton Fire Station, is celebrating the
75th anniversary of its charter. A series of events is
taking place this year to publicize the the occasion, cul-
minating in a dinner=dance in November for the installation
of officers. One of the volunteer fireman is writing a
pamphlet detailing the history of the company. Contact the
fire company for information concerning these events.

to Johnston events, geography, archae=
ology, industries, clubs and organizat=

- lons, to folklore and crafts of past
decades. Documents and diaries of histor—
ical significance would be considered
for reprinting.

Each and
ALl

JUNE LY GS

On June 23rd we held our anmial meeting., Two important hap-

pPenings occured that night. One was the election of officers
whose names are presented in Shirley Beaune's letter in this
issue. The other important event was the approval by the
membership of the proposed by-laws. New changes to the by—
laws were approved that night so if you need a copy of the
official by-laws with the changes, please pick one up at

any general meeting. .

At our July 28th general meeting Shirley Beaune handed gver
the keys to the Farmum/angell House and the gavel +o Cathy
LoBello, signifying Cathy's ascendancy to the president's
chair, the new officers were sworn in and preparations
were made for the election of two trustees to the executive
board at our August meeting. Our budget for the 1986-87
fiscal year was also approved as follows:
© 3450

Newsletter costs=- History Day certificates= $15

Postg.ge & printing= 150 Hospitality= 70

Stationary printing= 40 Litrary Committee= 100

Sunshine committee~ 50 Program Committee— 60

Library donation= 30 Historic Sites Committee~ 120

History student Membership Committee- 25
award- 50

Total projected outlay: $1180.00

Projected Income for 1586=87:

Dues= $250 Flea market=- £500
Donations=- 300 Christmas event= 100
Raffle=- 250 Misc.- 50

Total projected income: $1450,00



The following list of Civil %War veterans
buried in Johnston was taken from the R.I.

Yistoric Cemeteries Master Book at the Mohr
Library, Johnston:

it E &:E.M

B oW, Senjamin F 24  JOH Hist.Cem.
Birns, Jullﬁ =1 7 JOH Hist.Clen.
Lairter, Charles W 7 JOH Hist.Clem.
Cols, William W 24 JOH Hizt.lem.
Callins, Andrew J 7 JOH Hist.Clem.
Estabrogks, oenry O 17 JOH Hist.Cem.
Fenner, GCecrge D 38 JOH Hist.Cem.
Gresne, Charles 7 I0H Hist.Cem.
Hoprins, James R 7 JOH Hist.Cem.
Jenks, Ethan A : 22 JGH Hist.Can.
rilleyv, Edwin O 18 JOH Hist.Cem.
1lley, Eziliel i3 JOH Hist.Cem.
Lawbon, Thamas J 18- JOH Hist.Cem.
mMiller, Charles & 24 JOH Hist.Cem.
Miller, Francis ™ Z4 JOH Hist.Cem.
Miller, Frescott 24 JOH Hist.Cem.
Miller, welcome T 24 JOH Hist.Cem.
Miillett, Henry . 7  JOH Hist.Cem.
Meweil, Aloert T 3 JOH Hist.Cem.
FhetteEplace, Otis jr 7 JOH Hist.Cam.
Flace, Elisha 7 JOH Hist.Cem.
Staples, Jossphn & JOH Hist.Cein.
Stezere, William 3 M 48 JOH Hist.Cem.
Tharntaon, Eli jab 16 JOH Hist.Cem.
Umknown (27 4 JOH Hist.Cem.
Vickerie, Faobert M 7 JiOH Hist.Cein.
Ward, Jaohn 7 JOH Hist.Clem.
Wrght, Samuel 13 JOH Hist.Cem.
Wingor, Jokln O 47 JOH Hist.Cem.
Worth, Wilbur F W 23  JOH Hist.Cem.

LETTER FROM A READER

O Srhin PNk

ICHASE HiLL FARMY
SSHARCY RECOE & AND cagod
4o 5T Bok

February 28, 1986

r. Robert 5. Burford
Johnston Historical Scciety
101 Putnam Pike

Johnston, RI 02919

Dear Mr. Burford:

I was so excited to read in the January issue of
the "Historical Newsletter" vour current findings on
the Thornton/LaFazia house.
to hear your final determination as to who built the house
and what the circumstances were surrounding their lives.

Many thanks for keeping me abreast of any 18th century
houses threatened with demolition. Without people like you

and the others of the Johnston Historical Scciety, buildings

that wa disassemble and save would end up in the town
landf£ill.

as

I await with great anticipation

HISTOR TUASERS

Answers to last month's questions:

1) Rush City was a nickname applied to the village of mill
houses belonging to the Pocasset Worsted Company that still
stands off Plainfield Street in Thornton. The original 27
houses were built on Pocasset Street and Maple Avenue in
1897. 14 more houses on Walnut Street were added in 1902
when an addition to the mill was completed. James Goss, a
life-long town resident, heard from his parents that the
name came from the fact that the mill owners were in a
hurry to get the housing ready for their employees. The
March 25, 1898 edition of the QOlpeyville Times mentions
that the sidewalks had Jjust been completed on Maple Ave-
nue. Since the mill was already in operation at that time,
the mill owners were probably in a "rush" to get things
completed.

2) There were at least two cricket fields in Johnston
around the turn of this century, both used by the English
residents of their respective communities. One was locat-
ed on Angell Street in Graniteville just to the south of
the Woonasquatucket River. It is used as a baseball field
today, although it is still known to some people as Crick—
et Field., The field was probably set up by the Joseph Bemn
Company who opened a textile mill on the other side of the
river in 1904, The Benn Company, an English firm, brought
many of their workers with them, and they settled on both
sides of the river in Greystone and Graniteville.

The other cricket field was in Thormton in back of the
present Saint Rocco's Church on Atwood Averme. Today, it
is known as Ferri's Field to local people and the game
played there is baseball, btut 100 years ago the English
workers from British Hosiery used it for their national
game. A May, 1885 article in the e Is Citizen, a
local newspaper, tells of a cricket match between the Thorn=-
ton Cricket Club and the Brown University Cricket Club.
Matches were also played with teams from around Rhode Island
such as the Pumford, Ashton, Wanskuck, and Berkley teams ard
Massachusetts teams from Boston and Fall River. It is not
known how long the English game was played at the Thormton
field, but it was called "Cricket Field" at least until the
1920s.

3) Johnston's only Lieutenant Covernor was Thomas R. Diluglio,
who sexrved four terms from 1977 until 1985.

This month's questions:
1) How was the western border of Johnston determined?

2) What role, if any, did Johnston play in 18th cemtury iron
mamfacturing in the State?

3) By 1700 John Tripp and his family had settled in an area
of town called Tripptown. Where was Tripptown located?

The cost of printing this publication
for the year 1986 has been paid by the
following sponsors:

Mayor Ralph A. aRusso

Walter Besuné of United Display

Jean Dexcer, eleccrologisc

Bill and Bob Jackson of
W.E. Jackson bookbinders
Perrotta of The Louis Press
Rotondo of Johnston

Insurance Agency

Saccoccio of Frank
Saccoccio Appliance Service

Ben Zanni of Mancon Autobody

Louis
Frank

Frank
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The photos on this page are J
ca. 1935 views along Green e _
ville Ave. in Manton and
snow possibly the Old Home
Week parade put on by Man-
ton Hose Co.#3. . :
The Frank Newman house
on the right at Bucklin &
Greenville Ave. The
policeman in front is Tom
Kennedy, the WW I veteran
to his left is Emilio Fer-
ranti, The 3 Hose Co.#3
fireman (in white shirts)
are 1. to r.: Charlie Quinn, {.
George McElroy, & Paul
Jacques.

\

the center was the First
National Store and the
church iz the former Man-
ton Baptist Church (now
Rendine Movers). The
group in the center are
either Sea Scouts or Sez
Cadets. Johnston fire
trucks follow the band,

E The 2-story building in

The ice cream truck park-
ed to the left (on Lee
St.) was operated by the
Tedesco family's Stand-
ard Ice Cream Co. The
tuilding behind the ice
cream truck still stands
and now houses modern
businesses. The first
truck is from Hose Co. #
2 in Graniteville and the
policeman is Jack Whelan.




40

JOHNSTON HISTORICAL SCCIETY
101 Putnam Pike
Johnston, R.I. 02919

George Clymer's “Columtian” press. a
sophisticated hand-cperated printing press. The
long, multi-jointed pulling bar on the right
permitted easier and mere rapid raising and
lowering of the platen.

CALENDER CF EVENTS

August 3rd (Sunddy) Corn Festival, 1:00 p.m., Dame Farm. Tours, farming exhibit,
games for children, fresh corn and cther foods available.

August 25th (Monday) J.H.S. GENERAL MEETING, 7:30 p.m., Farnum/Angell House, 101
Putnam Pike, '

September 14th (Sunday) Yankee Gourmet Cooking Demonstration with Barbara Stetson
of. Scituate. At Visitors Center, Dame Farm..

September 24th (Sunday) Harvest Festival, 10 a.m.=5 p.m., Dame Farm. Pick your own
pumpkin, arts & crafts, music, games, apples & fresh food
for sale. Rain date=- September 28th.

September 27th & 28 Johnston Lions Fall Festival, Johnston Mmeorial Park.
(sat. & Sun.)

TOWN TO DESTROY HISTORIC BUILDINGS AT MEMORIAL PARK

Our society strongly opposes the proposed demolition
of two of Johnston Memorial Park's original structures,
the Judge Louis Dunn Pavilion and the War Vets Pavilion.
Dating to 19847, the buildings were funded by contribu-
tions from town citizens. 36 Johnston men died during
WW II and the park and these buildings are dedicated to
their memory. We feel that these buildings can be pre-
served and renovated, but we need your help. Let your
town representatives know that you oprose this sense-

less destruction.



