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HUGHESDALE'S INDUSTRIAL PAST

by Louis H. McGowan

During April and May of this year
Johnston Historical Society members
Cathy Lobello, Smokey Ullucci, Bob
Burford, John Nanni, Fat Macari, and
Louis McGowan made several trips to
the three dam sites in Hughesdale along
Central Avenue, Loaded down with cameras,
clipboards, and a lot of enthusiasm
the members trekked through the woods and
across Dry Brook and its channels to visit
these important manufacturing sites that
date to at least 1835.

In 1835 it appears from land records that
Zenas Bliss and Thomas J. Abbott were al-
ready mamifacturing cloth in a mill, prob—
ably at the middle dam site. In 1838 thelr
New England Cambric Works (cambric being a
glazed cotton cloth resembling linen) was

 being sold at auction for non—pay=
ment of mortgage. James F. Simmons and
his sons Warren Seabury and Walter C. Sim=
mons, were involved in bleaching and print-
ing cloth throughout the 1840s at the New
England Print Works (which would appear to
be the same mill as the New BEngland Cambric
Works; it is sometimes referred to as the
New England Print & Cambric Works). Zach=
ariah French also owned mill property here
but it is not clear whether he was man=
ufacturing or was just backing Abbott and
Bliss financially. By the late 1840s Sim=
mons had sold out to Thomas Henry Hughes
and James Walch. Hughes soon after became
the sole owner of the property containing
the mills and in 1850 began the manufact=
ure of dyes and chemicals for textile pur—
poses with the establishment of two com=

village appears to have ceased at that
time. Hughes rebuilt the upper and lower
dams (early 1870s ?7), but the middle dam,
an earthen structure and probably the
earliest in Hughesdale, was never rebuilt.

In 1871 Hughes' business was organized
as a stock company, the Hughesdale Manufact-
uring Company, with Hughes and his two sons,
Theodore S. and William H. Hughes, as of f~
jcers, The firm did about $100,000 in bus~
iness annually with about 60 workers.
Hughes ran the business until his death in
1884 when his son Theodore succeeded him.
Tn 1892 the Hughesdale Manufacturing Com=

y merged with the Bradford Soap Works
not the Original Bradford Soap Works),
making soaps for textile use under the
latter company's name. Manufacturing
ended in the village on the morning of
October 13, 1914 when the chemical plant
turned to the ground. Ice-making did
continue, however, at both the upper and
lower reservoirs.

No manufacturing has taken place in
Hughesdale for over 70 years, but a person
with sharp eyes can see evidence of the
activity that once took place here. There
are two major dams in place with reservoirs
behind them. These dams possibly date to
the early 1870z when Thomas Hughes might
have constructed them to replace ones washed
out by the 1868 flood. Both dams are con-
structed with earthern interiors and lined
front and back with large stones. There
have been minor changes to the dams in this
cantury, but the major portions of both
are intact.

At the north end of the upper dam is
evidence of a raceway running paralled to
the main stream. This raceway predates
the existing dam and provided water for
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Hughes in his Chemical plant. The vats
vary in length from about 6 feet to 9%
feet and in width from about 2 feet to
L feet. They are hollowed out, somewhat
resembling a modern bathtub. Four of
them are on fieldstone platforms and one
has a stone and dirt ramp leading up to
it. The vats were probably used for the
mixing of chemicals.

In between the two existing dams is a
third dam site. It appears to have been
an earthern dam of a very early date,
possibly the 1830s. Destroyed in the 1868
flood, it was never rebuilt., Portions of
the main barrier are still intact, indi-
cating a height of at least 15 to 20 feet
at its center. A raceway around this main
barrier can clearly be seen. It looks like
a pretty country lane but ends in a man-
made, stone spillway. Portions of building
foundations stand between the main dam and
the spillway. The placement of these ruins
in back of the stone houses on Central Ave=
nue indicates a common date of construction.

We are lucky to have these remains of

panies, the Hughesdale Dye and Chemical
Works and the Glendale Chemical Company.

Hughes' chemical works were located at
the lower dam but textile activity in the
village continued at the middle and upper
dams until the 1868 flood. Hughes owned
the cotton mill at the middle dam that was
destroyed in the flood but was leasing it
to Thomas Prey at the time. This mill was
probably one of the two mills (the Glen-
ville Print Works and the New England Print
& Cambric Works) that Hughes purchased

one of the early mills. Three hand=-worked
1imestone blocks (one measuring 6'x3'x2"
with anchor bolts in it) stand at the east
end of the raceway, indicating some relat-
jonship, it seems, to a mill that was once
there. It is unusual that the blocks are
made of limestone because the nearest lime=
stone quarry was in Manton and the reason
for hauling limestone here 1s unknown.
Also present at the upper dam is the con-
crete outline of a late 19th century or
early 20th century icehouse that stood

Hughesdale's chemical, textile, and ice-
making industries. They should not be
seen as merely mounds of earth or piles of
stone. They all have stories to tell.

The buildings directly used in mamufact=-
uring have been destroyed by fire or
flood, but we still have the vats, the
dams, and the bullding foundations.

They, along with existing buildings (such
as the school, the store, and worker
houses), photographs, and the early records
are helping us to reconstruct the village's
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This publication is to provide: 1)
timely information to the members of the
Johnston Historical Society, while 2)
fostering the study of local history by
sharing data and reasonably researched
articles about the town's heritage. Six
issues will be published per year. 'Back
issues are 75¢ per copy. The editor
eagerly solicites mamuscripts and notes
of any length and grammatical quality
(generally not to exceed 2000 words).
Topics can range from history and pre-
servation of old houses (general or spe-
cific buildings) through biographical
sketches and genealogy of local families,
to Johnston events, geography, archae=
ology, industries, clube and organizat=-
ions, to folklore and crafts of past
decades. Documents and diaries of histor—
ical significance would be considered

for reprinting.

The drawing above provides a simpiified view of the technology of the overshot wheel
system. Water impounded behind the mill dam is diverted onto the lop of the whee! by a
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Note Thomas Hughes' chemical works at the
lower dam and unnamed industrial buildings
at upper dam. The middle dam is no longer
in place. (from the Beers 1870 R. I. Atlas).

sluica. After spinming the wheel, the spent water is collecled in the wheel pit and channeled
back info the stream by the tal race.

Hughesdale Soap Works after
the fire (1914 ?). The build-
ing is constructed of stone
rubble with stucco covering
the stone. It appears to
date from the 1830s or 1840s.
There are many barrels in the
foreground.
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The Johnston Historical Society is a
non=profit group devoted to preserving
in all forms the history of the town.
We are interested in the preservation
of the written word, photographs and
other graphic artifacts, and historical
buildings and sites. Our membership,
which is open to all adults, costs §5
for an individual per year and $7 for
a family. Payment of dues is expected
by October 31st of each year. Our his=
torical newsletter, which is printed
every other month, is mailed to all
active members. The general meeting
is held monthly throughout the year at
7130 p.m. on the fourth Monday of every
month at the Farnum/Angell House, 10l
Putnam rike.



An Old Church

"What if anything, should we place somewhere in the building so that some one
in future time will know when we started our new church®,an old farmer with
gnarled hands asks to a group of his peers. "It will have to be something that will
stand up to time and the elements and we ell know the weakness of parchment”,
he continued. R voice in the rear suggested that perhaps a 'cornerstone’ with a
hole cut out of its bowels and some cains piaced in it would let new generations of
the flock know when the their forefathers thought of a monument to thank the
Almighty for a good life in @ new part of the recently inhabited and freshly cleared
flatiand that had become their home. And so it was that a hole was drilled in a
lerge piece of solid granite rock that was to be a lasting memorial and the great
stone was placed in the soil as the first step in the building of a new center of
worship on Brown Rvenue in the Town of Johnston, RI.

Before the stone was covered with mortar and other stone that was to become
the foundation of the new church, a tin box was placed in the hole that had
recently been bored out of the carved block of granite. Four coins of the day were
placed in the tin box that rotted and rusted away over the years. The strong metal
in the coins survived the ravages of time and were found in the stone on a
blustery day in Rpril 1986 by a nosey old man and his grandson who had come to
photograph what was left of the old edifice. Fire had gutted the wooden frame
structure some years before and the usual beer cans ,empty rifle cartridges,
broken bottles and an amount of todays litter was to be seen around the area. One
sight that stood out aboue the rest was a tree, thought to be about ten years old
growing out of the rotting timbers that once was the stout floor.

Only by chance was the small cache discovered on that cool Rpril fifth, in the
year of our Lord Nineteen Hundred Eighty Sin. The mortar had not fared well to the
test of time and the rock above the granite cornerstone was shakey and lcose. Ril
it took to topple it from its flakey bed was a small misguided step that nearly
brought the old timer down also. It was inevitable that once the granite stone
was esposed , with its smooth flat surface, a sense of history caught one up to
examine it more closely. A rusted spot lay in the center of the stone imbedded in &
smather of mortar. Just a touch of a finger crumbled the lid and the rectangled
rusted can came into view. It took some doings to lift the four coins from their
hiding place of over one hundred years but with a number of twigs and branches,
the loot was retrieved.

An ironic twist could develop in that one of the coins, a gold dollar (replica ?)
isn't one at all. No dete or USR markings adorn the coin but size, Liberty end a
wreath on the reverse side are perfection plus.... Just like an old New England
Yankee. to perplex you.

Louis Ullueci |

These drawings rep—
resent two of the types
of coins that Smokey
Ullucci found at the
chapel foundation, an
1837 Large Cent and an
1884 Indian Head.
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The letter and the computer drawing on
this page are both the work of Louls "Smokey"
Ullucel, one of our members. The pieces

concern the Chapel of the Good Shepherd
which stood on Brown Avenue until it burned
in 1974. One of the coins that Smokey
found was an 1884 Indian Head Cent, which
probably marks the construction date of the
Chapel. The fact that the 1888 deed from
Gideon Brown giving the property to the
Chapel mention the building as already
standing would seem to back this up.

The property is now owned by the John-
ston Historical Soclety thanks to a gen—
erous donation by J.H.S. member Gene Dexter
and her late husband, Henry.
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This souvenir was purchased recently
at a local post card show. Inside are
listed the pupils in Room 1 and Room 2.

TEXTILE PRESENTATION

At our April 28th general meeting 16
members and guests were treated to a
wonderful slide presentation and display
by Tom and Audrey Monahan. Their topic
was American colonial needlework, of which
they are knowledgeable collectors. Their
talk was thoroughly entertaining and very
informative, and their samples were a
delight to look at. Our thanks to both
of them for a fascinating. evening.

ANNUAL ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Our nominating committee has come up
with the following slate for the anmual
election of officers at the June 23rd
meeting:

President-Cathy Lobello

Vice-Pres,~Tom DiPetrillo

Treasurer-Rita Saccoccio

Corres, Sec.~Bob Burford

Rec, Sec,=Louis McGowan

Nomination can, of course, be made
from the floor that night.

Providence To the Town Sargeant of the
Town of Johnston in the County of
Providence Greetings ---

Whereas the General Assembly at their
Session held at Newport on the Second
Monday in July Instant apportioned 1560
weight of good Merchantable Beef and
Twenty Bushels of Grain to this Town
for the use of the Army to be supplied
monthly to wit for the Months of July
Current August, September, and October-
and further ordered that the said town
be convened together in order to point
out ways and means to supply the same
within the Times aforesd. And also at
the Same Session, apportioned to said Town
of Johnston fourteen soldiers to be raised
for the Continental Service for three
Months and ordered that the inhabitants
should be formed into Classes on or before
the first Day of August next by the
Committee appointed for that purpose who
were to report the said Classes to a Town
Meeting of the Inhabitants to be held on
the said first Day of August—

These are therefore in the name of the
Governor and Company of the State of
Rhode Island to require you to warn the
Freeman and Inhabitants that they meet
together at the House of Richard Eddy
Esqf on Puesday Monday the FortRenthpay
of August next at one oClock P.M. for
the purposes aforesf and further to Act
and Transact any other prudential
Matters that may Concern the said Town.
Herein fail not Given under My Hand and
Seal at Said Johnston this 27th Day July
AnnoDom 1780 =--

C Harris TClk

(From the collection of the Mohr Library)

3 )=
i The cost of printing this publication
for the year |986 has been paid by the
following sponsors:
Mayor Ralph A. aRusso
Walter Beauné of United Display
Jean Dexter, electrologist
Bill and Bob Jackson of
W.E. Jackson bookbinders
Louis Perrotta of The Louis Press
Frank Rotondo of Johnston
Insurance Agency
Frank Saccoccio of Frank
Saccoccio Appliance Service
Ben Zanni of Manton Autobody
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What f
copy of the deed whereby
the Chapel of the Good
Shepherd acquired its

JOHNSTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 10! Putnam Pike, Johnston 02919

(name)

[] RENEWAL
NEW
U yemser
L [J GIFT

(address)

== - dannl (town) (state) (zip)
ollows is a verbatim Type: [] individual ($5) [] family (§7) (] company (s10)
Membership is tax-deductible as a contribution to a non-
profit educational organization. Make check payable to
JOHNSTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Membership chairman Pat

property from Gideon Brown.  Macari, 949-2822, for information.

Know all Men by these presents.

That I Gideon Brown of Johnston, County
of Providence, State of Rhode Island, for
and in consideration of the sum of One
Dollar to me paid by The Chapel of the
Good Shepherd, a corporation duly estab-
lished by the General Assembly of said
State and located in said Johnston, the
receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge,
do hereby grant, bargain sell and convey
unto the said Chapel of the Good Shepherd
its successors and assigns a certain
tract or parcel of land situate in said
Johnston, the the Southerly side of the
Cross road leading from the Hartford road
(so called) to the Bell School House,
bounded and described as follows, to wit;
- Commencing on the Southerly side of
said Cross road at a stone set in the
ground in the Northwest corner of said
lot, thence South 31%° East four (4)
rods, twelve (12) links to a stone set
in the ground; thence North 60° East
three (3) rods; two (2) links to a stone
set in the ground; thence North 32%est
four (4) rods twenty (20) links to a
stone set in the ground in the line of
said highway; thence Southerly by and
with the line of said highway to the
first mentioned bound. said lot being
a portion of the homestead farm of said
Gideon Brown whose land adjoins the above
described lot on all sides except the
northerly side which bounds on said
Cross road.

And it is a condition of this deed
that a suitable fence shall be built and
maintained around said lot of land without
cost or expense to said Gideon Brown, or
his heirs or assigns; and that the build-
ing already erected on said lot known as
the Mission Chapel of the Good Shepherd
shall be used for Sunday School and
Services of the Protestant Episcopal
Church: and in case no religious services
shall be held in said Chapel for the
space of five consecutive years then and
in that case the title to the above
described tract of land shall revert and
rest in said Gideon Brown his heirs and
assigns, and the building thereon standing
at the time of such reinvestment of title
in said Gideon Brown his heirs and assigns
shall be at the disposal of the Diocesan
Convention of said Protestant Episcopal
Church, having jurisdiction of the terr-
itory within which they are located.
....30th day of June A.D. 1888,

Gideon Brown
Adah E. Brown

HISTORICAL TEASERD
This month's questionss

1) A section of Johnston was once called
Rush City. Where was it?

2) In the early part of this century there
were two cricket fields in town. Where
were they?

3) Samuel Ward King was the only Johnston
resident ever elected governar. How many
lieutenant=governers has Johnston pro-
duced and what were their names?

Answers to last month's questions:

1) The toll booth on the Hartford Pike
was located on the north side of the road
just to the south of the Kimball Reservoir
in the western part of town. As was the
custom then, the booth was on the crest of
a hill which meant that the wagons would
not have to stop on a steep grade to pay
their toll.

2) A fourth Johnston church to be destroy-
ed in this century was the Chapel of the
Good Shepherd. (see accompanying articles
elsewhere in this newsletter).

3) Henry D. Sharpe, the noted industrial-
ist, purchased the Clemence-Irons House
in 1938 with the intention of giving it
to the Society for the Preservation of
New England Antiquities (SPNEA) after he
had it restored. Norman Isham, a noted
Rhode Island architectural historian, was
commissioned to head the restoration with

Joseph Bullock as head carpenter. During
the course of this work much new information

.about 17th century house construction was

gathered. After the project was completed,
Sharpe, along with his sister, Ellen D,
Sharpe and Mrs. Jesse Metcalf, presented
the house to SPNEA in May, 1944 thus pre-
serving a wonderful old house and in the
process, completing the finest restor—
ation of a 17th century home in Rhode
Island.
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JOHNSTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
101 Putnam Pike
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A typical overshot water wheel.

The Young Millwright, 1807.

CALENDER EVENTS

From

June 14th (Saturday) Bus tour of Johnston, 1:00 p.m.=4:00 p.m. Meet at

Farnum/Angell House at 1:00 p.m. Tickets can
be purchased at the Mohr Library. $3.00 for
members and $4.00 for non-members. Price in-
cludes admission to the Clemence/Irons House,
the Dame Farm, and the Belknap Chapel. BRefresh-
ments will be served at the Chapel.

June 23rd (Monday) Annual meeting of the Johnston Historical Society, 7:30 p.ms
Farnum/Angell House. Agenda will include election
of officers and voting on proposed changes to our
by=laws.




