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i{istorical ?easers: Answers to 'las.t
month's questions

1) the Poca,sset Worsted. Company, on
Poeasset Street in Thorntoa, employed
over 1000 people in 1909, nore than any
other firm in the town,s history. The
company nanufactured. yarn from 18p8 to
the mid.-1!J0s when the 'rialter llarshalL
Spinning Corloration took over the complex.
The locasset Worsted. mil1s were built by
Charles Fletcher of Provid.ence as parb of
his textile .empire.

2) Johnston's first post office ras at
Si:nnonsville. ft operated onJ.y fron Ja^n-
uary 2), L*7 to \Lay 22, 1850. Its first
postmaster was Walter S. Browne11.
Mantonrs post office was estabLished on
Novenber L9, L*9 with Wi11larn S. King as
postmaster. It closed 0ctober 31, 1905.
The Olneyrille post office se:rred adjoining
a.reas of both Johnston a.nd Provid.ence, la,ob
ir:g from blay ?2, 18J0 until October 31, I9OO.
Ja:nes Ke1ley was tkre first postrnaster.
Hughesdale's post office opened r:nder Theo-
d.ore S. itr:ghes on I'larch JlZ, 1.8?6 and closed
Febn:.a:ry ?9, Lgl6. The .la"t post office
to open in Johnston a.nd the 'l ast one oper-
ating in tolrn was at Thoznton. ft conducted.
business from December 2, 1889 until Decem:
ber 11, 1927. Senjamin Berry was the first
postmaster.

The present post office on Harlford Ave-
nue does not have its ovm postmaster and
is actually a branch of the Providence Post
Office. There were other ar:xi1ia:ry stations
in tou'o also, such as the contract station
at Litt1e Rhody's Ha:rCware in Thornton in
the 1950s. It had no first-elass postmark-
ing d vice though, aJrd was not a real post
office.

3) The fixst buildins erected as a high
school in Johnston was a brick stnrcture
completed in 1891 on Killilg1y Streetr oBEx
?Iainfleld. Street. George iI. Cu:rier was
principal. Graduates of the town gr?Junair
schools were admitted. upon completion of an
entrance examjaation. TLre Johnston H5gfi
School nas actually established in 188J in
parb of the Odd FelJ.ows Block Build.ing in
01neywi11e. I-n 1889 Lyd.ia lr-rarlces Hani::g-
ton and itrora Guild.a I'iri.ght were its
first graduates. ilith the 1898 annex-
ation of the OlneyviJ-le/Silver LaJ<e
area to Frovid.ence, Johnston lost its
high school and d.id. not have another
until L960 when the Fe:ri iIidd.le School
off Atwood. Avenue opened its d.oors as
the Johr:ston Jr:nior-Senior High School.
The present high schooL was'completed
in 1968, with the former high school
across the street being renamed. the
llichol,s A. Fe:ui Middle School.

This month's ouestion:

1) et least three Johnston churches
have been d.estroyed W natr:::al d.is-
asters. Nane the three and what
happened to them.

2) tffrere was the Fenner Stand.
located and what was its clai.rn to
fame?

3) What famous archaeological site
in Johnston was supposed.ly redis-
covered. by a cla.inroyarrt in L874?Trrrzf
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Antioch - not mentioned
Caesarville, seetzer-vil, a ham-
let of Johnston township, Provi-
dence co., R.I., 2 miles from
Yanton.
Hughesdale, hBz I d.a1e, or Hughes,
a post-hamlet of Providence co.,
P..I., in Johnston township, 2\
miles from Olneyville. It has a
manufactorlz of chemicals.
Johnston, a township of Provi-
dence co. r R.I. Pop.4999. It
contains West Providence and
part of Olneyville.
Manton, a oost-vilIage of Prov-
idence co. fR.I., on the Provi-
dence & Sgringfield Railroad, 4
miles I,I. by lI. of ProviCence, of
which city it is a suburb. It has
several churches and factories.
Pop.453.
Morgan Mil1s - oo mention
Olneyville (local pron. o'ne-viI)
a post-villaqe of Providence co.,
R.i., in Proiidence and Johnston
townships, on the Providence &

Sprincrfield Railroad and the
Hirtf5rd, Providence e FishkiII
Railroad, 2 miles W. of Provi-
dence. It has several cotton-
mi-I1s and a church. The thriv-
ing villages of West Providence,
tr^Iaterman PIat, and Silver Lake
are adjacent. Pop.4995.
Merino, me-reerno, a village in
Providence co., R.I., on the
Providence & Sprinqfield Railroad
3k miles from Providence. Pop.340.

Pocasset, a village of Providence
co.rR.f., in Johnston township, 4
miles from Olneyville. ft has
church and a grist-miII. Pop.
about 200.
Rockville - no mention
Graniteville, a village in Johns-
ton township, Providence co. r R.I.
on the Providence & Sprinqfield
Railroad, 5 miles N.r,^I. of -Provi-
dence. It has a church, and j-s
adjacent to the larger village
of Centredale. Pop .2LA.
Silver Lake, a village in ;onns8H
torvnship, Providence co,, R.I.,
adjacent to O1ne1zville. It has a
foundry. Pop.278.
EritrBtom - Bo mEotlon

Simrmonsville,. a village of John-
ston township, Providence co.,R-I.
It has a hal1, and rnanuf actures of
cotton yarns. Pop. in 1875, 97;.of
Simmons- Lorver Village (adjacent),
82.
Dry Brook, a hamlet of Providence
co-., R.I., in Johnston townshiP.
Pop.135.
Thornton - no menti.on

Waterman Plat, a village in John-
ston township, Providence co. rR-
T., adjacent to o1ne1zville. PoP.
316. Here is O1neyville Railroad
Station.
West Providence, a thriving
suburl: of Providence, R.I., in
Johnston township, Providence co.,
is on the Hartford, Providence &
Fishkill P.ailroad, 4 rniles lri. of
Providence, and adiacent to Olnelz-
ville . it fras i ciripel . Pop . 35I . 

-

I,Iest Prcvid.ence Station of- the
Stonincrton & Provid.ence Railroad
is 3 miles S.I{. of Providence.

Taken together, this group of defin-
itions gives an interesting view
of horv the ruorLd savr Johnston in
1880. rrtre can be reasonably sure
that the publishers tried hard to
make this book as up-to-date and
accurate as possible, but these
local places seem a 1itt1e dated
and a few errors aDpear. Antioch
was a pastorat countrr village at
the time. Morgan luli1ls was closely
identified with Hughesdale in ohys-
ical localitlz and can be understand-
ably overlooked, but what about
Dry Brook? This vras simpllz an early
name for Hughesdale i tl^/o notes
apr:ear about the same place, without
even mentioning each other! Simmons
Lower Village beeame Thornton in ca.
1885. It is not too surPrising that
no space is given to TripPtona or
Rockville, earlier names for the
village of Manton. I'Ihat's l^Iaterman
Plat or West Providence except land
land developers' housing Plats?

No knorn cfrr:rcfr ras ever in PocasEet,
so this may refer to the Congrega-
tional/Itlethodist Episcopal church at
Hughesdale(Z) The Providence &

Springfield Railroad ran local ser-
vice, running north\^lest out of Olney-
viIle up the Woonasouatucket River
through numerous mi11 villages. Ptt!
what rias the Htfd,, Prov. a_Fishkitl?
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28 January I986

Stephen Mack Associates
Ashaway, Rhode Island
Mr. Mack,

re: Thornton-LaEazia tlouse, Johnston

Several tioes in the pasE four months we have studied old Rhode Island
documenEs with the aim of determining the age of the house formerly at, che
northwest corner of Memorial Avenue and Atwood Avenue.

Deed work aE Johnston Town llall shows the house Eo have passed Eo

Eraneesco and Maria B. LaEazia in July 1908 froa llerbert Ca1ef, who had
purchased the Elijah W. ThornEon farmsEead a month earlier at a mortgage
foreclosure auction. Deeds seem Eo show the proPerty coming to Elijah
Thornton from his father, Jeremiah; likewise, Jeremiah undoubtedly received
it from his father, Solomon. And Solomon (referred to as Solomon junior to
differenciate from an uncle) acquired Ehe farmstead from his facher, Daniel.
Evidence of this chain of occupancy is found in a cemetery (Johnston llistor-
ical Cemetery.ll 16) about t00 yards north of the house, in which are markers
for Elijah W., Jereniah, Solouon jr., and Daniel (along with spouses and
some children and other relatives). To date we have ooc found evidence of
ownership of the land or a house prior to Daniel Thornton. That gravescones
for no generations earlier than Daniel are found in the family ceureEery on
AEwood Aveuue suggests thac earlier ThornEons lived elsewhere

Genealogical sources, especially a manuscript, "Thornton Genealogy: an
Atphabetic Account of the Descendants of John Thornton of Providence" ( 1898)
by Clarence I. Brown (microfiln copy, R.I. tlistorical Sociecy Library, MFILM/
CS/71/+49/ 1898) make Daniel Thornton of Johnscon co be son of John, who was

son of John, who was.son of thq first John Thornlon in Providence. The

homestead(s) of John'and John'seem to have been on Neuticonkanut tlill
several miles from che house sice in quesEion. DanieI's broEherrSolooon is
buried in a cemecery plot on Ehis hill and Daniel's brocher Johp- is buried
noE far away in a cenet,ery on llartford Avenue. BroEher Solomon-ts grave is
near Ehe Thgrncon-Brown llouse aE 69 Morgan Avenue choughc Eo have been his
home. Johnats burial site is near a house at Ehe corner of South Lawn SEreeE
(Iarer Ehe birthplace of Gov. Samuel Ward King) which is possibly the home-
sEead of several of the John Thorncons, si.nce John* sold che house Eo Willian
Borden King in 1776.

Johnston Book of Deeds /ll, page 54, records thac Daniel Thorncon of
Johnscon and wife Susanna, on Occober 3, 1760, sold for E6500
John of Johnston, 50 acres more or less being the place where
lived, and which had been given to Daniel by his father, Joln
(deceased), being one half of his homestead. (Brocher John-
received Ehe other helf of che homescead directly from Eheir

It uay be supposed that, abouE chis cime, Daniel moved E.o Ehe proPerty
in question at the present AEwood Avenue/Memorial Avenue inEersecEion.
Daniel would have been 27 years old, wiCh a youog family Co provide for.
At leasr by 1772, DaaLeI was living at that location; Bayles tliscory of
Providence CounEy ( 189 I), page 788, quoces from Ehe tor.rn's 1772 higdway
ffichTrippsdistricttobeginaE,Grat'eRockopposit'eBeIknap,s
Dam bars, and to extend down said rray co a Ches|nuE sEunp near the lower end
of Richard Clemence wall, and also Eo take Ehe new highway lhac goes from
neeting house to Daniel Thorngons and his men to work on said way are..'."
This description is easily idencified as EhaE portioo of present Greenville
Avenue from Benjamin Belknap's house at t.he corner of Pine HIII Road souEh-
easCerly Eo soue point near Manton, and a new road running souEh from
Samuel Winsorts Bapcisc meeting house t.o meer Ehe PocasseE road (now Memorial
Avenue and Cherry tlill Road) at Daniel ThornEonrs.

to his brother
Daniel Ehen
ThornEon

had already
facher. )

t6



Though the above scenerio is undoubtedly sound, Ehe deeds and wills do
not documenE Ehe precise mechanisms by which each generation received che
ProPerEy. The documenEs rarely menEion a house; boundaries of propercy are
poorly described; and written phrases are exasperaEingly inexact as Eo whaE
is incended. we have sEill more wirls and probace records to study at
Providence City llall and ocher documencs to recheck as new inforoaiion suggesEsdiffering inEerpretations. Despite quesEions aE l[osE every sEep, evidence
so far leads us to believe thac Daniel Thorncon builc the house between 1760
and I772, which seems Eo correlate rrriEh architecEural evidence.

You can expecE to hear further from us as r,ve conEi.nue

Respect f1r111,il* \ d*-1,;
X,,^fJ kv%r*^

Robert S. Burford
Louis tl . McGowan

WELCOME NEW I(EI{BERS:

Irving f.A. & Blanche Almonte
Robert E. Jackson Sr.
John Ribezzo
Joseph N. & Marcella Wood

0n November 30th society members
painted stor:n r*i.ndows at the Faravm/
Angel1 House. 0n December ZLst the
wirdows were installed on the second.
floor of the house. Walter Beaune, pat
Macari, Bob Burfozd., and Kathy & Mario
Lobello painted whiLe Walter, pat, Bob,
and. Louis McGowan insta.Iled the wind.ows.

0n December 4th 20 society membe::s and
frlends gathered at the Farnurn/er:gel1
House to nraJ<e Christmas wreaths and. other
greenerT for our sale of same that took
place on Saturd.ay, December Zth. Ilre sale
went wel1, netting us 982"55.

0n December 8th, Louis McGowa-n, John Nanni,
and Carol Nanni jourrzeyed to Sturbridge
Village for a soeiety field trip"

Our anrn:al Chrisfunas party, he1d. on Dec-
enber 16th was a rousing-suctess. Approx-
imently JO members and guests attend.ed. the
pot-Iuek event at our headquarters. Mem-
bers brought d.ecorations for our live tree
a:rd a joyous time was had by all.
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JOT1NSTON TIISTORICAL SOCIETY
l0l Putnan Pike
Johnston, Rhode Island 02919

commercially successful machine for spinning
cotton thread. Motion for all parts was provided
by the large wheel on the left. The drawing shows
thread being drawn out b€tween rollers at the top
of the machine and wound onto bobbins on the
bottom.

Febmar1y 24 (MondaY)

I4arch 24 (Mond.ay)

J.H.S. GENENAL
101 Rrtnam

J.H.S. GE{EN.i.T
101 Putna:n

MEETI{G, 7:30
Pike. SIides

I@TI[G, /:]0
Pike.

I985 - I986 MEMBERSITIP

Membership for:
RENEWAL TIME

( nane )
f] arxrwai.

,-r NEWlJ MrMsrn
(address )

I crrr
( town) (sEace) (zip)

I family ($7)Type: n individuar ($5)

Membership is tax-deductible as a conEribuEion co a
Enclosed please find check or money order payable to

P.m. r Farnumr/.Mgell House,
of Johnston will be shown.

p.nl. I farnumr/.lngell House,

JOHNSTON ITISTORICAL SOCIETY

l0l Pucnam Pike

JohnsEon, Rhode lsland 02919

flcorpany ($ l0 )

non-profiE educational organizaEion.
JOHNSTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY for
Chrmn. Pac Macari, 949-2822.

l8

For furcher information call Menbership


