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NEI''SLETTER

Shirley Beaun6, presidenE Louis H. McGowan, ediEor

(ttre fottowing article was originally carried
by lhe Providence Journal on May 15, 1868.
IE aptly describes t,he ever-present, danger
from dam breaks in our early industrial
period. No agencies regulated construction
of dams at, thaE time. ) - editor

IIUGHESDALE FLOOD

Disastrous !''reshet in Johnston. Tlne rain of
Hednesday night eaused a very hearry freshet
in Dry Brook, a stream in Johnston. Some-
time about one o'cIock Ttrursday morning, I'[r.
T.H. Hughes' storehouse was swept away, as
well as the d.am nearby, and went d.own with
the fIood. It contained about twenty thou-
sand. pounds of cotton and. other property
belonging to l,tr. Jates Wa1sh, the lessee,
whose loss amounts to $ttrOOO. fn the yarrd.
was also three thousand dollars worth of
stock belonging to Messrs, A. & l.l. Sprague,
most of which was lost.

Ttre cotton mi11, a short d.istance be1ow,
was also carried down, arul the dam connected
therewith. ,lhis was a mi1l also owned. by
I'1r. Hughes whose loss is some $1O,OOO. It
was leased by ltr. thos. Prey, whose loss is
$5,OOO. A11 the machinery of the mil1 was
lost.

The d.am next below and the three large
stone puildings of the C1envi1le Chemicaltrlorks, filled with chemicals ard acids, were
also swept away. This involves a further
loss to Mr. Hughes of $3O,0OO. The brid,ge
upon the main Providence and Johnston road
was also wrecked and nade .i-mpassable, its
abutments being washed away. The current
was turned into the road, the d.amage to which'ard the expense incident to replacing the
bridge will arnount to $500, A stiLl further
disaster, involving damage to the extent of
over a thousand d.oI1ars, occurred at the Mor-
gan mi11, which is the property of l,lessrs.
;l-.1.I. Sprague. Here the tmlk-head and part
of the dam were carried away. l.Jater and. sand.
fiIled the lower part of the build^ing to the
depth of from five to six feet arrd forced out
the windows. The superintendent ard three
workrnen who were ha:d at work trying to mit-
i.gate the disaster as far as possible, came
very near losir:g their lives. Finding that
they were unable to remove some planki fron
the raceway without iron bars they went to
procure them, and had barely left when the
boa:ris that had been their previous foothold
were borne down with the current.

Historical Eeasers: Answeis
to last monEhs questions

l)The village of GraniEeville had
its own spring fed waEer syst.em.
The water $ras pumped Lo Ehe sur-
face by a windmill and graviry
was used to bring the homes of Ehe
village. The name of the water
company was the Thornley rirater comp-
any. In Graniteville there was also
a private luaEer system that served
only homes along Dean Ave. .

2) The PatrioE who served in the
capacity of Commander of the 2nd
Rhode Island regiment was Col.
Israel Angell. lle made his home on
South Scituate Road.

3) The first Chief of police was
William A. Carroll who took office
in 1886.

tlistorical teasers : Questions

I ) llow many of 
. Johns ton ' s I 9th

century school houses are sEill
standing? Where are they?

2) Idhat major highway rhat Dasses
thru JohnsEon was ca1led thc powder-
ni11 Turnpike?

3) In whaE year did Ehe annexation
of Onlyville take place? How was
the dec is ion t,o turn Eh is area
over t.o the City of providence made?



ft's official! As of September 21, 198/,
the Farnum House is the new headquarters and
property of the Johnston Historical Society.
The house is in good condition and a per:fect
candidate for a historical restoration. In
the coming months plans will be discussed
regarding this restoration and fund raising
events needed to offset its eosts, The
acquisition of the Farnum House is a great
asset to our society a:rd we are pleased ard.
proud to be its owners.

We warmly welcome the folLowing new mem-
bers who have joined. our organization since
the last newsletter:

Ma,rcella Torchia Sr.
Joe Rieher
Anne Baccari
Kathy & Fa.ric Io Bello
PeEer and Ann Voccio
Gilbert & Ann Parrillo

A special',re1eome also goes to llrs, Dora
Muto, our first l{onorary Life Member. New
members are extremely important to our Sroupr
as they add new ideas and additional inform-
ation lo our growing store of historical data.

Many thanks to the following:

-- John Nannir Chairman of our Annual
thanksgiving Dinner.

-- llary Ce:=a, Angie Russo, & Gina Perrotta,
Co-Chairwomen of the Johnston Historical
Society Traditional Christmas Social.

-- Walter Beauner, Chairman of our Fa1I Fair
& Flea Market.

-- Kim Ca:crera & Lou McGowan, who presented
a slide show at our october meeting.

- Members who se:nred on the comnittees that
conducted. the above affairs.

-- l'lembers aJd friends who participated in
these special events.

Mr. William Northup, former head. of the
Johnston Fire Department, was a guest
speaker at our November meeting. His ta1k,
which covered the recent history of the
Farirn:m House ard su:rounding proterty, wa.s
informative and entertaining. The presen-
tation was highlishted ty historical photo-
graphs anci various documents whieh I,Lr,
Northup generously donated to our a.rehives.

trle are happy to announce that.more
speaJ<ers, slide shows, field trips, anrt
special events are planned for the near
future.

thalks again for your support.

Sincerely,
Shirley Eeaune'
Fresident

UPCOMING EVENTS At our January 28th meering
at 8:00 pm, I.IaIter Nebiker of the Rhode Is-
land tlisEoric Preservation Commission rui11
speak Eo us on "Insights inEo Rhode Island
PreservaEion". Walter has d-one field work
for and written many of Ehe commission's
R.I. t,own invenEories of hisEoric architec-
ture. We are sure to learn someEhing abouE
building preservation. Our business meeting
will fo1low.

On Saturday, February 9th, 1985 at 9:00 am
we will Eake a tour of Ehe Worcester Textile
Companyrs plant in the old Greystone Mill.
The tour will last for I to Il hours
Worcester Textile is one of the last texLile
mills in New England to make finished cloth
from wool. Coffee and refreshments will
follow at the Farnum House. RSVP to Bob
Burford at Ehe library (231-4980) or Louis
McGowan (272-9431 eveningi) Uy f.U. Z, 1985.

I,IEMBERSHIP UPDATE A brief nore on our recenrtrfirsE annual membership drive", SepE. lsE to
Oct. 3lst, 1984. As all first attempts at
something new, our drive felI a little shorE,
but all was noE lost. Our November meeting
and our Christmas Party brought to our ranks
several sincere and dedicated members.
I^Ielcome aboard : :

This is also a shorE but firm reminder to
all members who have not paid their dues for
the 84-85 year. Please attend the January
28th meeting and bring your g5.00 dues.

September and Oetober of each year are
designated months for t,wo purposes:

l) annual membership drive,
2) payment of annual membership. dues.

Our annual dues are a small sum but. we under-
stand Ehat iE is easily forgotten. But now
is Ehe time. Please show the society your
dedication by promptly paying up. Thank you.

- PaE Macari, membership ehrmn.
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BOOKS BOOK S . B00Ks

TITERECENT ADDITIONS AT

Marian J. Mohr Memorial

Harnlin, Talbor. Greek Revival Archi-

-

Eecture in America.
@,

NY: Dover
1964.

Indexed and containing 322 b&w
phoEos, sketches and archiEectural
plans in 400+ pages. Chapters deal
with BosEon and New England, and there
is some discussion of Rhode Island/
Providence area Greek Revival buildings

Haders, Phyl1is. The Main StreeE
Pocket Guide ro-6IfTEll--EIfftor,, -

NJ: Main SEreet press, 1983.

The 255 pages give simple de-
scriptions, most accompanied by b&w
photo and an approximaEion of value.
ArrangemenE is by type of quilt
pattern (i.e. sun, log eabin) and
there are 48 color plat.es in a front
key. This is one of several Main
Street pocket guides about various
collectibles which the library orrrns.

Underhill, Roy. The l.Ioodwright rs
Shop: A pracrical GuidJ ro fradi-
t iort
@rh caiolina
1981. 202 pages, indexed

Extensively illustrated with
photographs, mostly in b&w. A
companion' is The Woodwrieht's
companion: Ex@al
Wooacraf

Kovel, Ralph and Terry. American
CounEry Furnirure, I 780- 1g75.
tty: crow@4gp.

Contains more than 700 b&rv photos
and other illustrations in caEegories
of Beds, Candlestands, Chairs, Chests,
Cradles, Cupboards, Desks, Tables,
llashs Eands , I^Iorkbenches ; pennsylvania
Furniture, Shaker FurniEure, Spool
FurniEure. Indexed and includes a
bibliography and an illusEraEed
glossary of accessories and terms.

I{ilbur , C. KeiEh . pirates and
PatrioEs of rhe Giofurlo"; an
illusf r+tea enEt'cfopeala oT
Co lonia 1 s eama.,ship .---dE""E", -

Conn.: Globe-pequoE press, 1913,
1984. 96 pages

This large-format book is
penned by the auEhor in calligraphic
script and profusely illusErated ir:
detailed line drawings, again by the
aut.hor . Indexed.

Library

Bealer, Alex W.
of the North
Barre, Mass.
1978. I 9 I

: Barre publishing,
pages, index, bibliog.

Contemporary and old b&w andcolor photos throughout, as well asa few b&w drawings of floor plans andconstruction techniques .

Strombeck, Janet and Richard.
Gazebos and Other Garden StrucEure

Des igns , 1983. g6pages

B&w artist.s drawings of 93 woodengarden structures with complete plans
- for 2 bird feeders and one gazebo," plus patterns for typical Vfctorianstyle railings, fascia and brackeEs.

Jackson, Albert and .David Day. The

A greaE book, 255 pages, indexed
and conEaining hundreds of-b&r, 2_Eone
and color photos and illustracions.
The concise accompanying text conEains
considerable useful advice for collec_tors at any level (i.e., restoring orpatching wood veneers, cleaningjewelry, eleaning and repairint rugs,collecting textiles, taking cafe ofleather, books, musical instrunenEs,
flint-loek firearms, etc., etc.).

Spillman, Jane Shadel. Glass Table-
BowI s and yas esl-TEw--T6if-:
Knopf, l9gr. 47g pages

Indexed alphabeEically by
subjecEs and compa.ry .rr*"". if f ,-r_
strated ldith 350 small but fine qual__
ity color phoEosr,each accompani"a Uya I page of succinct, highly inform_
ative text. Concludes with several
visual keys and a general price list.
One of several ,'Knopf Collectors t

Guides", in a distincE soft cover and
sma11, vertical format for carrying
in your purse or glove courpartmenE.

rrare,
A1 fred



JOHNSTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 7155

JohnsEon, Rhode island O2glg

EARLY I,IALL STENCILING

Contributed by Carol Nanni

The earliest date for a wall decorated
by srencil in America is 1778. This sten-
ciling was discovered under layers of wal1
paper in the old Goodale homestead in Marl-
borough, Mass. Abner Goodale readied his
house for his new bride by sEenciling the
wa1ls of five of the roons. Appropriately
enough che frieze in one room lras decorated
with swags and wedding be1ls. There were
a varieEy of patterns stenciled in shades
of green, red, pale rose and blue. Some of
the designs were found in other homes in
Ehe area.

In this early period there were journey-
men artists who traveled from village t,o
village and, with little cost to the home-
owner, Eransformed the.whit.e plast,er walls
to fones of ochre, led and green. Each
rirtist carried a kit consisting of some
dry colors, brushes, a supply of stencils
cut. from thick paper, some measuring
tools, a builderts cord, and a piece of
chalk. Thb artists were able Eo purchase
dry colors which were mixed with various
mediums such as skiurmed milk and oil.
Some loca1 farmers and shopkeepers became
painters on demand as it required no special
skills to stencil a sinple wall.

Many designs were repeaEed or used with
variaLions from 1778 until the end of the
firsE quarter of the l9th century. Certain
pat,terns were repeated in a particular area
suggesEing Ehat all Ehe walls were done by
Ehe same 1ocal artist.. Along some of the
old turnpikes one can almost retrace the

path followed by one itineranE artist. It
is felt chat artisans also copied from one
another. This would explain how the same
motifs are found from R.I. to Ohio and frou
N.Y. to Maine.

The early craftsmen used a variety of
forms: borders of flowering stems, roses,
acorns, and laurel leaves combined with
geometric figures. Borders were used to
outline windows, mantels and doors. Over
mantels elaborate patterns of birds, weeping
willows, woven baskeEs or urns filled with
flowers were placed in varied arrangements.
Some sEencited patterns done in dif,ferent
colors have been found in aEtics which
indicate Ehe artisc might have been showing
off his wares.

Much was learned of early stenciling
when the kit belonging Eo lvloses Eaton Jr.
(llgd- 1886) was found in rhe aEric of his
farm house aE Dublin, N.H. The kit is now
Ehe property of the Society for Ehe Preser-
vation of New England Antiquities in Boston.
The kit included eight brushes and sevent.y-
eighE stencils whieh made 40 compleEe designs
varying in size irom a large weeping willow
to small hearts, diamonds and circles. No
regist.ra marks (for accuraEe placing of one
sEencil over another) were found, showing
EhaE the artisan depended solely on his eye
and on alignurent of t.he stencilts upper
edges. Thick green, red and ye11ow paint
adhering to the working stencils indicated
the colors being used.


